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TRINITY SUNDAY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.”—Matt. xxviii. 19. 


SYNOPSIS.—On Pentecost we remembered a miracle that made the Apos- 
tles eloquent, to-day we commemorate a mystery that puts to silence even 
the greatest theologians. Instead of pondering over this mystery, let 
us consider what we owe to the Most Holy Trinity. Tobias and the 
angel. What can we offer God? St. Peter and the fish. Jonas. St. 
Augustine. Let us be grateful for God’s blessings. 


According to St. Luke the Holy Ghost descended on the day of 
Pentecost upon the Apostles and the faithful there assembled in the 
form of fiery tongues, and they began to speak in different languages 
and to proclaim the great works of God. To-day the feast of the 
Most Holy Trinity reminds us of the contrasting fact that even 
the theologians, inspired by the Holy Ghost, confess they must be 
silent on the great mystery of this feast, as they can neither fathom 
it nor comprehend it. ‘“ You may,” says St. Ambrose, “ for instance, 
praise the Most Holy Trinity, but you can not explain its mystery 
in words.” We, too, will follow this advice, dear Christians; in- 
stead of pondering over this great mystery, we will learn 

How we ought to praise and give thanks to the Most Holy Trinity. 

We see every day how the sun that rises in the morning and sets in 
the evening shines upon and illumines everything with its rays. 
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Let us in the same way observe every day the countless blessings 
which the infinite goodness of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
lavishes upon us day by day, and let us return befitting thanks for 
Tobiasand them. When the young Tobias returned from his journey to Media 
the angel. “ : : 
and related to his old father not only the great peril from which 
he had escaped through the advice and assistance of his traveling 
companion, the Angel Raphael, but also of the many kindnesses 
which this heavenly guide had shown him, the latter put this ques- 
tion to his son: “ What can we give to this holy man, who came 
with thee?” The young Tobias thought this over, and answered: 
“Father, what wages shall we give him? or what can be equal to 
his services? He conducted me and brought me back safe; he ob- 
tained the money from Gabelus; he helped me to gain a wife; he 
expelled’ from her the evil spirit, and thus gave joy to her parents; 
he delivered me from being devoured by the fish; thee he hath made 
to see the light of day; and all of us are filled with good things 
through him. What can we give him sufficient for these things? 
But I beseech thee, my father, to desire him, that he would vouchsafe 
to accept of one half of all things that have been brought.” (Tob. 
xii. 1-4.) Thereupon they called him aside and begged that he 
would vouchsafe to accept the half of what had been brought, but 
he declined, making himself known as an angel of God, and said: 
“ Bless ye the God of heaven: give glory to him in the sight of all 
that live; because he hath shown his mercy to you.” 
iain With greater cause may we ask the Most Holy Trinity on the great 
ee feast of to-day: what return may we and ought we to make to 
the three divine Persons, or with what should we adequately repay 
the benefits which the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost bestow 
upon us so abundantly? The Father has created us, the Son has 
redeemed us, the Holy Ghost has sanctified us. We have to thank 
the Most Holy Trinity for the many physical and spiritual faculties 
and abilities which we possess for the grace that we are members 
of the true Church of Jesus Christ ; that therein we receive the for- 
giveness of our sins, grace to do good, assistance to combat the 
enemy of our salvation, consolation in affliction, and peace of con- 
science; that we are provided with our daily food, shelter, and 
clothing, and so many other things. How may we and cught we to 
repay? God does not require our temporal goods, for “ the world is 
mine, and the fulness thereof.’”’ (Ps. xlix. 12.) What, then, should 
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we do? “ Bless ye the God of heaven, give glory to him in the sight 
of all that live because he hath shown his mercy to you.” 

Yes, we will praise and extol the Most Holy Trinity, and thank 
God with all our hearts for the blessings which we daily receive 
in such abundance. We will offer to God daily a sacrifice of praise, 
as David did. (Ps. xlix. 13.) But as the praise which proceeds 
from the mouth of a sinner can not be pleasing to Him, we will 
first repent of our sins and strive to acquire righteousness. When 
on a certain occasion the Apostle Peter had to pay the tribute, or 
the poll-tax, and he had no money, His Master said to him: “ Go 
thou to the sea, and cast in a hook, and that fish which shall first 
come up, take: and when thou hast opened its mouth, thou shalt 
find a stater: take that, and give it to them for me and thee.” ( Matt. 
xvii. 26.) We all, my dear Christians, are debtors to the infinite 
goodness of God, the king of heaven and earth. That we may pay 
the tribute that we owe, let each one seek the money in his mouth, 
upon his tongue, and in his heart. I know not what kind of coin 
St. Peter found in the fish’s mouth, but the coin which we should 
have in our mouth, upon our tongue, and in our heart, with which 
to pay God the interest that we owe Him, that I know: it is thanks- 
giving which we should unceasingly offer to God with our lips 
and with our heart. Let us return thanks to the Father as our 
Creator, to the Son as our Redeemer, and to the Holy Ghost as our 
Sanctifier. If we do not neglect this, we shall partake of a rich 
blessing. We see this, for example, in Jonas, who, after being three 
days in the whale as a punishment for his disobedience, was thrown 
upon the land again. St. Augustine writes of this event that Jonas 
while in the whale praised God, and gave thanks for his affliction, 
and he adds: “ Whosoever is resigned with a pious heart to the 
three divine persons, will escape every evil and find every good.” 
But, on the other hand, those who daily enjoy the benefits of God 
without returning thanks to Him can only expect punishment, 
for “the hope of the unthank*11 shall melt away, as the winter’s 
ice, and shall run off as unprofitable water.” (Wis. xvi. 29.) Oh, how 
many ungrateful children there are upon this earth! How many 
are there who sit down to table daily, eat and drink and make merry, 
without saying one “Our Father” in thanksgiving for all these 
blessings. How many others are there who even abuse God’s bless- 
ings, to the ruination of their body and soul, and to offend God! 
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We will no longer belong to the number of these ungrateful ones! 
We will praise and extol God daily, whether He sends us joy or 
sorrow! We will thank Him for all things and never permit our 
confidence in Him to waver! The purer our heart is with which we 
daily offer to God our Lord a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
the greater is our hope that we shall one day unite with the heavenly 
hosts in the hymn of praise and thanksgiving: “ Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, who was, and who is, and who is to come!” 
(Apoc. iv. 8.) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost. Amen. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST. 


“Tam a sojourner on the earth.”—Ps. cxviii. 19. 


SYNOPSIS.—This earth not our true home. Our consolation the fact that 
Our Lord dwells among us. We possess Him in both His divine and 
human nature. He is even nearer to us than He was io the first Chris- 
trans. Let us consider: 

I. The great mercy of God manifested in the Holy Eucharist. 
II. Our duties toward this great Sacrament. 

I. The presence of God the happiness of the just and the un- 
happiness of the sinner. Adam. Cain. The omnipresence of God a great 
benefit. King David. The Holy Eucharist one of the three great mys- 
teries, the other two being the Incarnation and the Passion. In 
creation we see the power, the wisdom, the providence of God; in the 
Holy Eucharist His infinite love. 

Il, What must we do to repay this love? Reverence in His 
presence. In sacramental processions. Gratitude for benefits received, 
reparation for insults offered to Him. The two disciples knew Him not, 
yet they burned with love for Him. How great ought to be our love who 
know Him present! Consider the time before the Blessed Sacrament 
as the happiest of your life, for there you obtain forgiveness and the 
grace of perseverance. 


These words, dear brethren, point out to us the utter misery of 
this life, the contempt which we should feel for created and transi- 
tory things, and the longing we should be possessed of to be de- 
livered from them, so that we may enter into our true home, which 
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is not of this world. Meanwhile let us console ourselves, dear 
brethren, because we possess here among us a God, a Friend, a Con- 
soler, and a Redeemer, who will ease our sufferings, who promises us 
in this place of hardships such great bliss that, with the bride in the 
canticle, we may exclaim: “ Hast thou seen my Beloved, and when 
you see him, tell him that I languish with love.” ‘“ How long, O 
Lord,” exclaimed the holy king and prophet in his exceeding love and 
ecstasy, “how long must I still remain in this banishment and 
separation from Thee?” And see, dear brethren, how much hap- 


Our consola- 
tion, that we 
have God 
nearer to us 
than He was 
to those of the 
Old Law. 


pier we are than the saints of the Old Testament, we who not only ° 


possess Him in the immensity of divinity, but who have Him also 
as He was during the nine months in Mary’s womb, and again as 
he was on the cross. More fortunate than the first Christians, who 
had to go fifty or sixty miles for the happiness of seeing Him: the 
church of every parish contains Him; any congregation can, if it so 
desires, enjoy His most sweet companionship. O happy people, 
what I wish to show you to-day is: 


I, How good God was in instituting the adorable Sacrament of 
the Holy Eucharist. 
II, What are our duties toward this Sacrament? 


The very thing that constitutes the happiness of the just Chris- 
tian causes, in my opinion, the unhappiness of the sinner. If you 
desire a proof of this, I will give you one: To a sinner who will 
not forsake his vices, the presence of God is a torture: he shuns the 
thought that God sees him, he hides himself and his evil deeds, he 
flees the light of day, he buries himself in darkness, he is suspicious 
of everything, the sight of a priest arouses his distrust, he fears and 
avoids it, and when after all he reflects that his soul is immortal, 
that there is a God to either reward or punish his deeds, then this 
thought tortures him, it gnaws at him unceasingly. Ah, sad indeed 
is the life of a sinner who lives on in his sins! It is in vain, my 
friend, that you strive to hide yourself from God’s presence. You 
can never do it! ‘‘ Adam, Adam, where art thou?” ‘“ Ah, Lord,” 


he answered, “I have sinned, and I fear Thy presence!” Adam 
trembled in every limb, and he fled, that he might hide himself, and 
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at the very moment when he thought that God did not see him 
he heard His voice: “ Adam, thou wilt find me everywhere; thoy 
hast sinned, and I was a witness of thy transgression, and my eyes 
were turned upon thee.” “Cain, Cain, where is thy brother?” 
Cain heard the Lord’s voice, and he fled like one in despair. But 
God followed him, and accused him with the words: “ Cain, thy 
brother’s blood cries for vengeance.”” Oh how true it is, that a sinner 
finds himself in continual fear and despair! 

“Come, my children,” says the holy King David, “I have some- 
thing important to reveal to you: come and I will tell thee how 
good the Lord is to those that love him. He has prepared a heavenly 
repast for His children, which bears fruit for this life. In every 
place we find our God: if we enter heaven, He is there ; if we traverse 
the ocean, he is by our side; if we go down into the depths of the 
sea, He accompanies us.” Our God no more loses sight of us than 
does a mother of her child that is beginning to walk. “ My God,” 
cried Moses, “ show me, if it pleases Thee, Thy countenance, then 
shall I possess all things that I want.” Ah, how consoling for a 
Christian is the blessed thought that God sees him, that God wit- 
nesses his sorrows and his troubles, that God is by his side! Ah, 


what is still better, that God presses him tenderly to His heart! O 
Christian people, how happy are you in the enjoyment of so many 
privileges which others have not! Am I not right when I say that 
the presence of God, which is such a torment for the sinner, is an 
endless happiness for the good Christian—it is heaven upon earth. 

St. Bernard assures us that there are three mysteries upon which 
he can not meditate without feeling as if his heart would break with 


love and sadness. The first is the mystery of the Incarnation, the 
other that of the Passion and Death of Jesus Christ, and the third 
is the most adorable Sacrament of the Altar. When the Holy Ghost 
speaks to us of the mystery of the Incarnation, He makes use of 
expressions which denote the magnitude of the love of God for 
men as boundless, for He says, “ God has so loved the world,” 
as if he would say, I will leave it to your imagination what love 
this is. 

Listen how St. Paul expresses himself, in speaking of the mystery 
of the Passion of Jesus Christ: “ God is infinite in His mercy and 
grace ; but He appears to have exhausted Himself in His love toward 
us. We were dead, He has given us life. We were destined to be 
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miserable for all eternity, and by His kindness and mercy He has 
changed our lot.” Finally St. John says, in speaking of the love 
shown by Jesus Christ in the institution of the Holy Eucharist, “ He 
has loved us unto the end ”; that is to say, He has loved man during 
His entire life with a love that has no equal. Let us say, rather, that 
He loved us as much as He could love us. O divine love, how great 
art thou, and how little known! 

Yes, dear brethren, when we contemplate all the things which 
God has made, heaven and earth and the beautiful order that reigns 
throughout creation, then everything proclaims to us an AI- 
mighty power which has created all things, a wonderful wisdom 
which rules over everything, a perfection in the highest degree which 
cares for everything with the same ease as if it had only one creature 
to occupy itself with; so the many wonders can only fill us with 
astonishment and admiration. But when we speak of the Most 
Holy Eucharist we can say that here is to be found the miracle of 
divine love for us, here His majesty, His grace, and His goodness 
shines forth in a most extraordinary manner. We can say truly 
that here is that bread which came down from heaven, the Bread 
of Angels, that is given to us for the nourishment of our souls. It 
is the bread of the strong, which consoles and lightens our suffer- 
ings. There is truly the subsistence of the traveler. “ Whosoever,” 
says the Savious, “ receives me, will possess everlasting life, and he 
who does not receive me, will die.” “‘ Those,” said the Lord, “ who 
take refuge in this sacred banquet, will awaken a source within them 
that will spring up into eternal life.” 

Has there been, or will there ever be, a nobler or more mag- 
nanimous love than that which He has shown us in the Sacrament 
of love? Must we not say, with the Council of Trent, that His gen- 
erosity and His magnanimity have here exhausted all His treas- 
ures? Is there anything on earth or in heaven which can be com- 
pared to it? Has the tender love of a father or the liberality of a 
king toward his subjects ever reached as far as the love of Jesus 
Christ in the Holy Eucharist? Parents will their possessions to 
their children, but Jesus Christ gives us in His testament not tem- 
poral goods, but He bequeaths to us His most adorable body and 
His most precious blood. O, the good fortune of the Christian, how 
little it is appreciated! No, dear brethren, His love could have 
done no more than to give Himself to us; for when we receive Him, 
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we receive Him with all His riches. Is this not really prodigality 
on the part of God to His creatures? Had God, dear brethren, left 
us free to ask of Him what we wanted, do you think we should 
have dared to place our hopes so high? “On the other hand,” asks 
St. Augustine, “could God have been able to give us anything 
more precious than what He has given us?”’ Do you know, dear 
brethren, what induced Jesus Christ to condescend to be present in 
our churches by day and night? It was that we might be able 
to come to Him whenever we wanted to. O tender love of a Father, 
how great art thou! What, dear brethren, is more consoling for a 
Christian than to feel he adores a God who is really and truly 
present in body and soul. “'O Lord, exclaimed the royal prophet, 
“a day passed in Thy presence is better than a thousand spent with 
worldly company!” What is it that makes our churches so sacred 
and so venerable? Is it not the presence of Jesus Christ? What an 
immense privilege we Christians enjoy! 


Il. 


But, you will ask, what must we do to repay this love? 

1. We must appear before Him with the greatest reverence, and 
when taking part in sacramental processions we should awaken within 
us the most profound respect, remembering that we are sinners 
and unworthy to accompany so holy and so pure a God. We have 
so often despised and offended this good Father, and yet He loves 
us, and promises us that He is ever ready to grant us His grace. 
What does Jesus Christ represent, dear brethren, when He is car- 
ried around the church in the procession? He is like a good and 
gracious king in the midst of His subjects, a kind father sur- 
rounded by His children, and a good shepherd gathering His 
sheep. What thoughts should fill our minds when we walk with our 
God? We should follow Him as the first Christians followed Him 
when He walked upon this earth and lavished His benefits upon the 
whole world. If we are so happy as to accompany Him with a 
lively faith, we are sure of obtaining all that we ask of Him. Do 
we not read in the Gospel that two blind men were seated by the 
roadside as Jesus passed by, and as they cried out, “ Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on us!’”’ He was touched with compassion, and 
He asked them what they desired. ‘“ Ah, Lord,” they said, “ grant 
that we may see!” And our Saviour gave them their sight. 
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We appreciate our God very little, we regard Him with indif- 
ference, the time passes slowly for us in His presence. Oh what a 
difference there is between us and the first Christians! They 
would have considered it the most blissful time of their life could 
they have spent days and nights in church, to sing the praises of 
the Lord or to weep over their sins; but nowadays it is very dif- 
ferent. As a matter of fact, dear brethren, what indifference and 
even frivolity do we not often see in our churches. 

2. As we are all created for God, and are unceasingly the re- 
cipients of His boundless mercy, we must prove our gratitude to 
Him, and be sorrowful when we observe how much He is subject 
to insults. We should behave like a friend who regrets the mis- 
fortune of a friend: this is a proof of sincere friendship. Whatever 
service a friend may render you, he can never do what Christ has 
done for us. Every good Christian must be grieved at the con- 
tempt which is so often shown Him, and must strive to make repara- 
tion to Him; and those Christians who have the good fortune of 
belonging to societies having for their object the adoration of Jesus 
in the Most Holy Eucharist, they are in an especial manner bound 
to do this. I say those “ who have the good fortune,” for can there 
be a greater happiness than to undertake reparation to Jesus Christ 
for the insults which are offered to Him in the Sacrament of His 
love? 

We read in the Gospel that two of the disciples walked with 
our Saviour from Emmaus without knowing Him; when they recog- 
nized Him, He vanished. Beside themselves with happiness they 
said to one another: “ How did it happen that we have not recog- 
nized Him? Were not our hearts burning within us whilst He was 


speaking on the way and opened to us the Scriptures?”’ We, my H 


dear brethren, are a thousand times better off than those disciples 
who walked with Jesus without knowing Him. We know that our 
God and our Redeemer is really present in the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment, and that He speaks to our hearts, and awakens good thoughts 
and good resolutions within us. ‘“ My child,” He says, “ why dost 
thou not love me? Why not give up this abominable sin which 
raises a barrier between us? Ah, my child, canst thou forsake me? 
Wilt thou force me to condemn thee to eternal punishment? Behold, 
my child, I will forgive thee thy transgressions if thou wilt repent of 
them ! ” 
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Oh how sweet it is, dear brethren, to enjoy the blessed conversa- 
tion of the Redeemer! 

Had you been so happy to taste this sweetness you would never 
leave Him any more. We need not be surprised that so many souls 
passed their lives, day and night, in His house—they could not tear 
themselves away from His presence. What conclusion, then, must 
we arrive at? We should consider those moments spent before the 
Blessed Sacrament as the happiest of our lives. Let us, sinners as 
we are, pray with tears and sorrow for the forgiveness of our sins 
and we shall certainly obtain it, and when we are forgiven, let us im- 
plore the most precious gift of perseverance. Let us say to Him in 
all earnestness that we would rather die than offend Him again! 
No, dear brethren, as long as you do not love God you will never 
be contented—everything will be a trouble to you, everything will 
weary you; but if you love God you will lead a happy life and be 
well prepared for death! A happy death, which will unite us to our 
God! O happiness, when wilt thou come? How long the time is! Ah, 
come, for thou procurest for us the greatest of all good, namely, 
the possession of God Himself. That is what I desire for you and for 
me. Amen. 


DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
SERMON. 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS IS THE MOST OBEDI- 
ENT OF ALL, AND IN HIS HIDDEN AND PUBLIC 
LIFE THE MOST WILLING TO WORK. 


“He went down with them, and came to Nazareth: and was subject to 
them.”—Luke ii. 51. 


SYNOPSIS.—The docile and obedient lamb chosen as symbol of Our Lord 
Jesus, the model of obedience. Miraculous examples of obedience to the 
word of man. The most miraculous of all the obedience of God to man, 
to His parents, to His persecutors, to the priest at the altar. How about 
our own obedience? Toward God? Toward our lawful superiors? St. 
Bernard. Jesus gave us an example, do we follow it? Jesus foreshadowed 
by Adam. His willingness to work and His love of the workingman. 
Gerson. Let us follow the example of Jesus. 


The lamb is a well-chosen symbol of obedience, for it follows 
everywhere in its mother’s footsteps, even when they lead to death 
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and slaughter. During the persecutions in the days of the early 
Church, the Christians did not dare to place the image of our 
crucified Saviour for public veneration in places where they as- 
sembled for divine worship lest the newly converted should waver 
in their faith when they looked upon the pitiable form of the 
dying Redeemer upon the cross. Nor should the heathen mock at or 
revile this image. They placed upon the altar a simple cross, and 
beneath it a lamb lying peacefully among the instruments of the Pas- 
sion, with a Latin inscription meaning: 


The Lamb redeems the sheep. 
Christ innocently suffers for them and 
Reconciles the sinful children to their Father. 


What a beautiful symbol of the first Christians! In the Old 
Testament the whole world was astonished when the sun obeyed 
the command of a mortal man, Josue, and at his word stood still in 
its course: ‘So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven and 
hasted not to go down the space of a day: . . . the Lord obey- 
ing the voice of a man.” (Josue x. 13, 14.) But how much more 
should we be astonished that the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which is the 
sun of justice, was so obedient as to willingly subject itself to Mary, 
His holy Mother, and to St. Joseph, a carpenter, in their daily tasks 
and labors. “ Take notice,” says St. Bernard, “ of what the Saviour 
did; observe how He submitted His will to theirs—to the will of a 
woman (the Blessed Virgin) and that of a poor carpenter.” 

We admire the obedience of the rocks, which, at the command of 
Moses, yielded water plentifully ; the obedience of the sea, which on 
being touched by Moses’ staff opened up a path to Palestine for 
the people to Palestine; we are astonished at the obedience of the 
Jordan, which receded before the ark of the covenant ; the obedience 
of the fire, which at the command of Elias fell from heaven and 
consumed the sacrifice; the obedience of the earth, which at the 
command of Moses opened and swallowed up Dathan and the 
rabble of Abiron. These and similar wonders of nature, where the 
elements obeyed the voice of man, excite our admiration. But 
why are we not astonished, why are we not surprised, that the 
Creator of nature, God Himself, the Incarnate Christ, obeys without 
objection and without murmuring the commands of a poor mother 
and a foster-father, a carpenter—why He is subjected to them in all 
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things and why He renders to them interior and exterior obedience, 
He whose sole motive of obedience was the love of His heavenly 
Father? This is indeed the greatest wonder. 

Not only was the Sacred Heart of Jesus, this most perfect model 
of obedience, subject to His parents, but also in His Passion sub- 
ject to the blasphemous judges, the bloodthirsty executioners, and 
all manners of most cruel punishments and tortures, and even to 
death upon the cross; but what we can never sufficiently appreciate 
is his obedience to the authority of the priest at the altar, where at the 
words of consecration in the holy sacrifice of the Mass He at once 
obediently descends from heaven and submits Himself in the Sacred 
Host entirely to the discretion of the priest. Truly a wonderful 
condescension of the Sacred Heart toward us. 

Where is, however, our obedience toward God and His com- 
mandments? What about our obedience toward those in authority 
and our parents who have command over us in God’s stead? “ Learn, 
© man, to obey,” says St. Bernard; “learn, O earth, to subject thy- 
self; learn, O dust, to obey; blush ye proud ashes. God abases 
Himself, and thou exaltest thyself. God is subject to man, and 
thou desirest to rule over men than preferrest thyself to the Creator.” 

“He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was sub- 
ject to them.” (Luke ii. 51.) Observe how much meaning the 
evangelist puts here in a few words, since he passes over in silence 
everything which the Sacred Heart of Jesus did in the time from 
His eighteenth year until His baptism, and mentions only this of the 
childhood and youth of Jesus Christ: ‘“‘ He was subject to them.” 

He prayed, He fasted, He was silent, He labored with His poor 
parents. Since Jesus was subject to these parents, without doubt 
He showed His obedience by sharing with them the burdens of 
labor. 

Let us consider more closely the words: ‘“ And He was subject 
to them.” Who was subject? God, the Lord of the whole world, 
the Creator of the world, to whom all things are subject. He 
abased and subjected Himself willingly to His creatures. To whom? 
To a poor virgin, His mother, and a humble carpenter, who as- 
sumed the place of father to Him. The Creator of the world sub- 
jected Himself humbly to them, obeying eagerly their every word 
and glance, saying always: “ Behold, I am here.” (Is. lii. 6.) Why? 
To give us an example how to avoid idleness, to practise hu- 
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mility, and not to shun any trouble and any efforts to obtain 
heaven and the salvation of our soul. O men! O Christians! behold 
and consider Him, the great wise architect of the world: how He 
works in the little house at Nazareth, how He collects the chips in 
the carpenter’s workshop, and sweeps the house; He carries the 
wood upon His shoulders, splits and saws it, helping His foster- 
father. O happy earth! which did soak up the sweat that fell 
from the brow of Jesus while He worked. O lukewarm idlers! 
what have we done for God, for heaven, for our own souls and the 
souls of our neighbors ? 

When Adam, the father of the human race, learned from God 
that he must in the sweat of his brow till the soil, which would only 
yield him thorns and thistles, and that he must eat his bread in 
toil and cares, he submitted himself with great obedience to the 
divine commands by putting his hand to the plow and patiently 
tilling the earth, in hunger and thirst, cold and heat. Now I will 
show you, O Christian soul, another but innocent Adam, who, as 
St. Paul says, was typified by the original Adam, “ who is a figure 
of Him that was to come.” (Rom. v. 14.) Behold how this second 
Adam, for thy sake, and for love of thee, fatigues Himself in the 
carpenter’s workshop! Behold how this new Adam eats His bread, 
in sweat and labor, in hunger and thirst, in trouble and care! Behold 


and consider how He at the same time laid hold of the plow. 


(which is a symbol of the cross) to purify therewith the earth, 
that was cursed through sin, from the thorns and thistles! O 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, my Redeemer, how often was Thou 
exhausted and worn out with work for me! how beautifully and 
truly has the royal prophet prophesied of Thee: “I am poor, and 
in labors from my youth.” (Ps. lxxxvii. 16.) About this a father 
of the Church says: “ Behold, the good Lord never ceases to labor 
until the day of His death. For this He desired to be born 
between an ox and an ass, because they are the most hard-working 
animals, to show us how much He loved work and the workingman ; 
and for this reason He overlooked the princes and the great ones 
of the earth, and caused His birth to be announced first of all to 
the shepherds and tillers of the soil.” 

“The reason,” says the pious Gerson, “ why the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus did not choose a man of high rank, a prince, but rather a poor 
mechanic, a carpenter, for His father, is that in the workshop the 
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cross and the other instruments of His Passion should be continually 
before His eyes.” . 

O good Jesus, who would not, in contemplating this, admire the 
obedience, the patience, and the humility of Thy Most Sacred Heart? 
Instead of enjoying the highest honors and pleasures of this 
earth, behold, Thou didst, for my sake, become obedient even unto 
death upon the cross; Thou didst choose ignominy rather than 
honor, poverty instead of treasures, cares instead of pleasures, sor- 
row instead of joy, yes, even the ignominious death of the cross; 
and so as to have the cross before Thy eyes during the thirty years, 
Thou choosest a carpenter for Thy foster-father. O boundless love! 
O infinite goodness of Thy Sacred Heart. I am ashamed, O Jesus, 
when I look in my heart and see how disobedient and refractory it 
has been’ to Thy divine commandments, to Thy inspirations, and 
to the commands of my lawful superiors. I repent of my indolence 
and my rebellious will, and I humbly beg forgiveness for my 
former errors, and through the merits of Thy Most Sacred and 
Most Obedient Heart I pray that Thou wouldst grant me a heart 
that shall obey Thy divine commandments in every particular. 
Grant my prayer, O Jesus! 

O beloved souls, who have been delivered with the awful price 
of the most precious blood, open your eyes: “ Behold, I set forth 
in your sight this day a blessing and a curse: A blessing, if you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God,—A curse, if you 
obey not the commandments of the Lord your God.” (Deut. 
xi. 26, 27.) Be obedient, therefore, and you will be sure of salvation. 
Amen. 


SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


“ A certain man made a great supper, and invited many.”—Luke xiv. 16. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Holy Eucharist the salvation of the just, but a cause 
of damnation for those who receive the same unworthily. Jesus still the 
same Redeemer who cured and saved all those approaching Him in 
sincerity and penitence, the same as He did when on earth. St. Chrys- 
ostom. St. Thomas Aquinas. We must clean ourselves of sin before 
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partaking of Our Lord. Jesus washing the feet of the Apostles before 
giving them His flesh and blood. Josias. Azias. Destroy your idols and 
purify your hearts. 


By the great supper, which is the subject of to-day’s Gospel, 
many of the Fathers of the Church understand the eternal bless- 
edness, to which God has called all men, and they say that if all 
men do not participate in eternal bliss it will not be the fault of 
God, but of men themselves. Others (St. Cyril, for example) com- 
pare the parable in to-day’s Gospel to the Holy Eucharist. As a matter 
of fact this Sacrament is a great supper, to which Christ invites 
every one and in which He gives them for food and drink His 
most holy flesh and blood. But because through their own fault 
many of those invited were not present at that supper, therefore 

The supper which Christ has prepared in the Most Holy Eucharist 
does not bring salvation and bliss to all. 
as I will show you further to-day. 

When I say to you that the participation of the Holy Eucharist 
does not bring salvation to all, you may ask, how is this? Has 
Jesus, who now reigns gloriously in heaven, no longer the power 
that He possessed when, despised by the Jews, He walked upon 
this earth in His mortal body? He converted Magdalen, the noto- 
rious sinner, by His preaching, and enkindled in her heart such a 
powerful fire of love that she renounced all vanity and sensuality. 
When Peter denied Him, He only looked at him, and this look 
was sufficient to draw tears of penance from the Apostle’s eyes. 
The woman suffering from an issue of blood was cured by her 
touching the hem of His garment. The blind saw, the sick were 
cured, the lepers cleansed by a single word from His lips. But 
now, when this same Jesus speaks to us so often, moves us so often 
by His grace, so frequently visits us in the Holy Eucharist, our 
soul remains as sick and blind and covered with the leprosy of 
sin as it was before. Has then this divine sun lost the light, this 
expert physician His art, the powerful God His omnipotence? Not 
in the least, answers St. Chrysostom, and he explains this by a 
beautiful example, saying: “In the same way that material food, 
no matter how good, costly, and wholesome it may be, can not help 
a body full of bad humors, but, on the contrary, injures it, 
so does the reception of the Holy Eucharist by a soul laden with 
sins bring about its damnation, and not its salvation.” And St. 
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Thomas of Aquinas says: “The Blessed Sacrament brings either 
life or death, life to those who receive it with pure hearts, death to 
those who approach it with impenitent and hardened hearts. Who- 
soever, therefore, desires to receive from the Saviour present in 
the Holy Eucharist, grace and peace, fortitude and strength, life 
and immortality, must approach the holy table with a heart wel] 
prepared.” 

It is said that certain animals wash themselves every time before 
they eat. This is what we should do when we desire to partake 
of the Bread of Angels in Holy Communion; we should wash 
ourselves of all sin and uncleanliness. The Saviour Himself taught 
us this at the institution of this Most Holy Sacrament. When He 
took His disciples to Mount Thabor to show them His glory and 
majesty He did not wash their feet, but when He was about to 
give them His flesh and blood then He washed their feet, to 
signify that even a greater purity is necessary for the participation 
of this Holy Sacrament than for the vision of the glory of Christ. 
It is known that among ail the Jewish kings none was so God- 
fearing and so much according to God’s own heart as David, and 
none so wise as Solomon, and yet the Holy Ghost bestows greatest 
praise not on them, but on King Josias: “‘ There was no king before 
him like unto him that returned to the Lord with all his heart and 
with all his soul and with all his strength, according to all the 
laws of Moses, neither after him did there arise any like him.” 
(4 Kings xxiii. 25.) And why? Because before celebrating the 
Paschal feast with his people he had the Temple cleaned, he threw 
out the idols which he found there, killed their priests, decorated the 
Temple and reinstated the worship of the one true God. No other 
had done this, and therefore the Holy Ghost gives him this praise: 
“There was no king before him like unto him, neither after him 
did there arise any like him.” 

And this is what we should do, my dear Christians, when we 
go to the table of the Lord: we should purify our hearts from the 
soot of sin, we should adorn the temple of our souls with the 
various virtues, and above all things cast out the idols of evil desires 
and habits. For what does it avail us to bend the knee before the 
Almighty and to pretend the greatest reverence, and immediately 
afterward be a slave to lust? To what purpose do we approach 
the banquet of love and make peace with our neighbor and then 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 535 


immediately afterward be at enmity with one another, hate and 
persecute one another? We thereby only increase our guilt and 
are more culpable before the Lord. “ How much more, do you 
think, he deserveth worse punishments, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God and hath esteemed the blood of the Testament 
unclean?” (Heb. x. 29.) When the Israelites brought the ark of 
the covenant from the house of Aminadab, and Ozias saw that the 
wagon upon which it rested was dropping to one side, he stepped 
up to it and held the ark of the covenant firmly, that it might not 
fall from the wagon. Thereupon he was punished by instant death, 
because he had dared to lay hands on the ark of the covenant. If, 
then, God punished Ozias so severely, who touched the ark of the 
covenant, which was a symbol of the Holy Eucharist, how angry 
He will be, and how severely He will punish us, if we receive the 
Most Holy Eucharist, in which He is truly present, with lips and 
heart impure and unclean. Therefore the Apostle exhorts us fer- 
vently: “ But let a man prove himself: and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of the chalice. For he that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to himself, not discerning 
the body of the Lord.” (I. Cor. 28, 29.) Examine yourself ear- 
nestly, dear Christians, before approaching Holy Communion. 
Examine and see if you have not erected an idol in your heart. 
Dost thou know, O sinner, what idols thou dost worship? Thy 
idol, O miser, is thy wealth, thy money, and thy goods! Thy idol, O 
unchaste soul, is thy lustful flesh; thy idol, O drunkard, is thy 
craving for drink. Each sin and sinful habit is an idol. Cast these 
idols out of thy heart, otherwise thou art not worthy to receive the 
Holy Eucharist. It will not bring thee salvation, but damnation. 
Purify your heart and adorn it with the virtues of faith, hope, 
and charity, with humility and a desire for this heavenly food. If 
you approach the table of the Lord with such a preparation, you 
will then partake of His grace and of His peace. Amen. 
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SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
HOLY MASS. 


“And in every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered to my name 
a clean oblation.”—Malach. i. 11. 


SYNOPSIS.—Man as creature and as offender owes God sacrifice. This 
fact acknowledged by the sacrifices of the Old Law. They were insufficient. 
— Christ the adequate sacrifice. This sacrifice perpetuated in Holy 

ass. 

I. What a great good fortune it is for us to assist at Holy Mass. 
II, With what disposition we should assist. 

. I. What is Holy Mass? The same sacrifice as that offered up on 
Calvary. Greatness of the merits of this sacrifice. Effects of this sacri- 
fice. Holy Mass the most propitious time for us to obtain graces. 

II. Institution of Holy Mass on Holy Thursday. To unite oneself 
with the priest best manner of hearing Mass. The three parts of Holy 
Mass: 1. From beginning to the offertory; 2. From the offertory to 
clevation; 3. From the elevation to the conclusion. In the first part 
remember your trespasses, in the second offer yourself up to God, in 
the third prepare yourself for Holy Communion. Examples: 1. The 
publican; 2. The good thief; 3. The centurion. Conclusion. 


It is certain, dear brethren, that it behooves man as the creature 
to subject his entire being to God, the creator. As an offender, more- 
over, it is necessary for him to propitiate his creator by a sacrifice of 
propitiation ; this was acknowledged in the Old Law by a number of 
sacrifices, offered up daily to God in the Temple. But those sac- 
y iifices could not make complete satisfaction to a God for the trans- 
®@ gressions of his creatures, and it was necessary that there should 
be another sacrifice, holier, purer, which should continue to the 


a end of the world, and which would be adequate to our in- 





debtedness to God. This holy sacrifice is Jesus Christ Himself, 
who is God, like the Father, and man, as one of us. As then, upon 
Calvary, so now He offers Himself up every day upon our altars, 
and through this pure and spotless oblation He renders to God the 
honor due to Him, and pays the debt which man owes to his 
creator. He sacrifices Himself every day in recognition of the ab- 
solute dominion of God over His creatures, and the offenses which 
we offer to God by our sins are thus completely atoned for. Jesus 
Christ as mediator between God and men procures for us all the 
necessary graces in this holy sacrifice, because He is at the same 
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time a sacrifice of thanksgiving. He gives God, for men, the 
most perfect thanksgiving, which we owe Him. But, dear 
brethren, in order to participate in all this good, we must do some- 
thing on our part. That you may the better understand this I will 
teach you as well as it will be possible for me: 





I. What a great good fortune it is for us to assist at Holy Mass, 
II. With what dispositions we should assist. 


hs 


Before showing you in what manner you ought to hear Mass, I ,, Holy 
must explain to you the meaning of the word holy sacrifice of the Mass is. 
Mass. You know that the holy sacrifice of the Mass is the same 
as that which was once offered upon Calvary on Good Friday. The 
only difference consists in this: that the sacrifice which Jesus Christ 
offered upon Mount Calvary was visible; that it could be witnessed 
with human eyes; that there Jesus Christ was offered up to His 
heavenly Father at the hands of His persecutors, and that He visibly 
shed His blood. That is the meaning of the expression, “a bloody 
sacrifice.” But in Holy Mass Jesus Christ offers Himself up to His 
heavenly Father in an invisible manner; we only see Him with the 
eyes of our faith, and not with the eyes in our head. This, then, dear 
brethren, is what is understood by the expression, “ holy sacrifice of 
the Mass.” But to give you an idea of the greatness of the merits Greatness of 
of Holy Mass, it will be sufficient, my dear brethren, if I say to take onaallioe. 
you, with St. John Chrysostom, that Holy Mass is a source of great 
joy for the entire court of heaven, that it consoles the poor souls 
in purgatory, and gives more glory to God than all the sufferings 
of the saintly martyrs combined, than all the works of penance of 
the anchorites. The reason is simply this: all those actions were 
performed by more or less guilty human beings, while in the holy 
sacrifice of the Mass the merits of the Passion and death of an 
Incarnate God, the equal to the Father, are offered up. You may 
see from this, my dear brethren, that Holy Mass is of infinite 
merit. We read, moreover, in the Gospel, that Jesus Christ con- Effects of this 
verted many at the moment of His death; the good thief received — ti 
the promise of paradise, a number of the Jews were converted, and 
the pagans struck their breasts, saying, “ That was truly the Son 
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of God,” and the dead arose, the rocks were split open, and the 
earth trembled in its fastnesses. Yes, dear brethren, if we had the 
intention and grace to assist at Holy Mass in perfect realization 
of its nature, we should certainly be converted, even if we were as 
stubborn as the Jews, as blinded as the pagans, and harder than the 
rocks which were split asunder. “ Surely,” says St. John Chrysostom, 
“there is no more precious time in which to speak to God about our 
salvation than during Holy Mass, when Jesus Christ offers Himself 
to His Father to procure for us all the manifold blessings and graces, 
“When we are troubled,” says this great saint, “we shall find 
abundant consolation there; if temptations beset us, let us only 
hear Mass and we shall find out how we can overcome the devil.” 
Yes, dear: brethren, if we had sufficient faith, Holy Mass would be 
the cure for all the evils which we meet with in this life, for is not 
Jesus Christ the true physician of our souls and bodies? 


II. 


I have said that Holy Mass is the sacrifice of the most adorable 
body and blood of Jesus Christ, which can only be offered up to 
God, not to the angels nor to the saints. You know that the holy 
sacrifice of the Mass was instituted on Maundy Thursday, when 
Jesus Christ took bread and transformed the same into His body, 
and then taking wine, changed it into His blood. At the same 
moment He gave authority to do the same to His Apostles and their 
successors ; this latter fact constitutes the Sacrament of Holy Orders. 
The words of consecration are the principal part and essence of 
Holy Mass, and the priest officiates at this sacred function. The 
people, by uniting themselves with the priest, assist at Holy Mass, 
and, dear brethren, the best way to hear Holy Mass is to follow 
earnestly the priest in all that he says, in all his actions, as far as 
we possibly can follow him, and to endeavor to give ourselves up to 
the most lively sentiments of love and gratitude. We may divide 
Holy Mass into three parts: the first part is from the beginning to 
the offertory, the second from the offertory to the consecration, 
the third from the consecration to the end. You must bear in mind 
that we are guilty of sin if we should voluntarily be distracted during 
any of these parts, a fact that should compel us to be very careful 
not to allow our mind to occupy itself with other things, with things 
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that have no reference to the holy sacrifice of the Mass. From the 
commencement of the offertory we should consider ourselves as 
penitents, penetrated with the liveliest sorrow for our sins. From 
the offertory to the consecration let us contemplate how the priest 
offers up Jesus Christ to God the Father, and we should offer up 
through Him all that we are, our body, our soul, our possessions, 
and our life. After the consecration remember the great favor 
allowed to us, that we may partake of the most adorable body and 
precious blood of Jesus Christ, and consequently we should do all 
in our power to become worthy of this grace. So that you may 
understand this, dear brethren, | will give you three examples from 
Holy Writ which will show you how you should assist at Holy 
Mass, and how you should occupy yourself during the mo- 
ments which are so fraught with happiness for those who fully 
comprehend them. The first example is that of the publican, which 
teaches us what we should do at the beginning of Mass. The 
second is that of the good thief, which instructs you how you 
should behave from the offertory to the consecration. The third 
is the centurion, who is your guide at Holy Communion. On en- 
tering the church you ought to reflect upon the happiness which 
is yours and make an act of faith and contrition for your sins, 
that render you unworthy to approach so holy, so great a God. 
Think at that moment of the behavior of the publican as he entered 
the temple to offer his prayers to God. St. Luke tells us that the 
publican standing at the entrance of the temple would not so 
much as lift his eyes toward heaven, but struck his breast, saying: 
“O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” See, dear brethren, he did 
not act as many Christians do who enter the church with a proud 
and overbearing deportment, “ as if,” to use the words of the prophet 
Isaias, “ they wished to approach God like persons who had nothing 
upon their conscience for which they should humble themselves 
before God.” Consider our publican: he thinks himself unworthy 
to enter the temple, and he chooses the most insignificant spot that 
to-enter the Temple, and he chooses the most insignificant spot that 
he can find; he is so confused at the thought of his sins that he 
does not venture to lift his eyes to heaven. Oh how far removed 
is he from many so-called Christians who want the best seat and 
who hardly bow their heads at the consecration. O my God, how 
can we dare to assist at Holy Mass with such disposition! “ Our 
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publican, on the contrary,” says St. Augustine, “ strikes his breast 
to show God the horror which he feels at having offended Him.” 
Ah, dear brethren, if Christians would hear Mass with the same 
dispositions as the publican, what graces would they obtain! 

I say the good thief shows us how we should behave during the 
time from the offertory to the consecration, the time when we 
should offer ourselves up to God with Jesus Christ. Behold, dear 
brethren, how this happy penitent behaved when he was about 
to suffer the penalty of death; behold how the eyes of his soul 
were opened, that he might recognize his Redeemer! What won- 
derful progress, dear brethren, did he make during the three hours 
which he passed in the company of the dying Redeemer? He is 
bound to the cross, his heart and his tongue alone are free. Behold 
how readjly he sacrifices both for Jesus Christ! He gives Him 
everything that he can give Him, he consecrates his heart to Him 
by faith and hope, he begs Him humbly for a little place in paradise; 
that is to say, in His eternal kingdom. He consecrates his tongue 
to Him by proclaiming the Redeemer as his Lord and God. He 
says, “ We have deserved to suffer, but this one is innocent.” Thus, 
while the other thief was reviling Jesus Christ by most terrible 
blasphemies, the good thief became the champion of the Lord, 
though even the disciples had forsaken Him. So great was his 
belief and love that he strove with all his might to convert the 
other thief. No, dear brethren, let us not be astonished to see such 
great virtuousness in the good thief, for nothing is more cal- 
culated to touch our hearts than the sight of our Saviour dying; 
there is no moment in which grace flows down upon us so abund- 
antly, and yet we are daily witnesses of this. Ah, dear brethren, 
if at the offertory we offered ourselves, and if at the great moment 
of the consecration we were penetrated with a lively faith, a single 
Mass would suffice to free us from all the grave faults that are 
besetting us and to make true penitents of us and perfect Christians. 

I said that the centurion should serve us as an example at par- 
taking of the Holy Table, really or in spirit. We may communi- 
cate spiritually by a fervent desire of being united to Jesus Christ. 
The example of the centurion is so worthy of admiration that the ~ 
Church uses his very words at Holy Communion: “Lord,” said 
this humble servant, “I am not worthy that thou shouldst enter 
under my roof, but say only the word, and my servant shall be 
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made whole.’’ Oh, if God could perceive the same humility in us, 
the same acknowledgment of our unworthiness, with what de- 
light, with what an abundance of grace, would He enter into our 
hearts! What strength, what courage He would grant us to con- 
quer the enemy of our salvation. 

Do we not want, dear brethren, after contemplating these 
great truths, to change our lives, to give up sin, and to 
return to God? Let us hear Mass with this intention, and 
if we do so with devotion we are sure that God will help us 
to overcome our sins. We must not be surprised that the devil 
puts so many evil and diverting thoughts into our heads during 
Holy Mass. Ah, he well knows what harm it will do us if we 
assist at Holy Mass with little reverence and devotion, or none at all. 

The sacrifice of Mass being the remembrance of the Passion of 
Christ, let us not assist it as many, such as the Pharisees, the bad 
thief, and Judas, assisted the Passion and reaped no benefit. No, 
no, but let us resolve to follow the examples referred to before, 
namely, the publican, the good thief, and the centurion, for then 
rest assured you will hear Holy Mass in proper way and partake 
of all graces obtained from God through this holy sacrifice. You 
will leave church justified, and as your crowning reward paradise 
will await you because your soul has found salvation in the Passion 
and death of our Lord. Amen. 


THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P, 


“This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.”—Luke xv. 2. 


SYNOPSIS.—Our Lord ever ready to receive a penitent and contrite heart. 
His mercy even demonstrated in his punishments. The deluge. Alex- 
ander the Great. St. Chrysostom. God’s forbearance toward you. Great 
danger in deferring repentance. Antiochus. St. Augustine. 


When the pharisees and doctors reproached our Saviour be- 
cause He received sinners kindly and associated with them, they 
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did so from motives of envy and ill-will; at the same time their re- 
proach was founded on fact, for the Saviour, who was come to 
seek and to make happy that which was lost, was untiring in His 
efforts when it was a question of converting a sinner. This friend- 
liness of the Saviour toward sinners is especially consoling for us, 
who have offended God more or less and merit His punishment. 
Let our sins be as great and as numerous as the sands of the ocean, 

If we return to God with a penitent and contrite heart, He will 
receive us again into His favor, according to His mercy and loving 
kindness. 

We will consider this consoling truth to-day. The infinite 
mercy and goodness of God toward sinful men show themselves 
not alone therein that He forgives sinners and lavishes His 
blessings’ upon them, but it is noticeable in the punishments with 
which He visits them. As in the time of Noe all flesh had cor- 
rupted its way and the earth was filled with iniquity, the Lord de- 
cided to destroy the earth, with all men and all creatures thereon, 
and “ All the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the 
flood gates of heaven were opened: and the rain fell upon the earth 
forty days and forty nights.” Why did it rain according to 
God’s command forty days and forty nights? If God desired to 
chastise the sinful world, a day or a moment would have been 
amply sufficient for His omnipotence. Why, then, did He employ 
forty days? Before I answer this question I will tell you something 
that is related of Alexander the Great: When he besieged a city 
in time of war it was his custom, before attacking the city with fire 
and sword, to put a lighted torch in a prominent place, where it 
could be seen from the city, and to have it proclaimed by a herald 
in a loud voice: “ As long as the torch burns I will be merciful, but 
when it is burned out I shall march against the city with fire and 
sword.” 

The Lord of heaven and earth proceeded in the same way in 
the destruction of the world by the flood. Surely He could have 
inundated the whole world in a moment, and have thrown down 
and destroyed everything, but even “ when he is angry he will re- 


member mercy.” (Heb. iii. 2.) He let it rain at first one day, and 
during that time He said: “I will have mercy as long as the day 
lasts if they are converted.’”’ He let it rain two, three, ten days, and 
still the earth was not covered with water, and still He said: “ As 
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long as this day lasts I will have mercy if you are converted.” But 
because the sinful world did not profit by these days, but perse- 
vered in impenitence, finally the well-merited punishment of 
complete destruction of the world took place. This is the 
opinion, too, of St. Chrysostom, who write: “ For this reason God did s 
not destroy the world in a moment, but gradually, in forty days, 
to give sinful men an opportunity of being converted and doing 
better. But because no repentance or conversion ensued, after the 
expiration of the time of grace the fate they had deserved came to 
pass.” 

In a like manner does God deal with us in these days. He could 
punish us immediately with eternal damnation after our committing 
a mortal sin, but He does not do so. He gives us, rather, in His 
infinite mercy and goodness, time and grace to repent and reform. 
How often has He sent you rain, as it were. I will say, how often 
has He sent you trouble to tell your soul: “In this adversity 
you may gain mercy if you are converted!” How often has 
He not begun to show His anger, and to give you signs that it was 
time for you to return to Him, unless you wished to expose your- 
self to the danger of being lost eternally? You were, for example, 
visited with sickness, and it was brought home to you that you 
might at any moment die in your sins, and be lost for all eternity. 
Unmindful of this you live on in your sins indifferent and unre- 
penting, without thinking of turning over a new leaf. What do you 
suppose will be the result of this? Alas, the flood of eternal damna- 
tion may very likely overtake you and sweep you into the abyss of 
hell! Oh, may this consideration prevent us from putting off our con- 
version from day to day, or even, perhaps, of deferring it until our 
death-bed. Without doubt there were many who, driven by the 
rising waters, clung to the ark in terror of approaching death, and 
implored Noe to open the ark and admit them. But Noe could not 
because God had closed the doors of the ark. And thus it is with 
many impenitent sinners. God casts them upon a sick-bed, or visits 
them with some other affliction. Their conscience tells them plainly 
enough the meaning of this, and urges them not to put off repent- 
ance and conversion any longer. Meanwhile they hope the affliction 
will pass over, or they think this sickness is not fatal, and these 
thoughts prevent their conversion. In the mean time, their sickness 
grows worse, they lose strength, and death approaches. Then they 
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would gladly be converted, but they can not excite the right kind 
of repentance: the doors of grace are closed. The truth of this was 
experienced by the unfortunate King Antiochus. He had been a 
slave to sin during his entire life. When at last the hand of the 
Lord fell heavily upon him and terrible sufferings racked his body, 
he invoked the mercy of God with sighs and tears and promised to 
amend and make every possible satisfaction if he could only regain 
his health. “ Then this wicked man prayed to the Lord, of whom he 
was not to obtain mercy.” “Thus the murderer and blasphemer 
being grievously struck, as himself had treated others, died a mis- 
erable death, in a strange country, among the mountains.” (II. Mace, 
ix. 13, 28.) And why did this happen? Is not God always merciful? 
Will a sinner not be heard upon his death-bed? What, then, was 
the reason that Antiochus sought in vain for mercy? St. Augustine 
answers, “ His prayer was not answered because his repentance 
did not arise from his love of God, but from his desire of a longer 
life,” and St. Jerome is of the opinion that he only then thought of 
repentance when he was unable to sin any longer, therefore he did 
not deserve to be heard. There remains, therefore, no doubt that 
it is most dangerous to defer conversion until the soul is about to 
leave this world, and that it is most advisable not to delay our 
conversion, but to make a sincere confession of our sins while’ in 
the fulness of our mental and physical faculties. Dear Christians, 
the doors of divine mercy are still open to us; we have still time 
to do penance and find favor before God. Let us then not put off 
our repentance from one day to the other, but return as soon as 
possible to the Lord, whom we have offended! To-day, when you 
hear the voice of the Lord, harden not your hearts! Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
THE MERCY OF GOD. 


“Now the publicans and sinners drew near unto him, to hear him.”— 
Luke xv. I. 


SYNOPSIS.—The mercy of Christ toward sinners a distinct characteristic 
of his earthly life. The parable of the good shepherd. The parable of 
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the woman who lost a penny. Our Lord applying both parables to 
Himself. 
The greatness of God’s mercy toward sinners. 
II. What we must do on our part to merit it. 

I. The mercy of God demonstrated by His patience. Example: The 
deluge. His compassion proved throughout the history of the Old Law. 
His giving His only Son to redeem us. The mercy of the Son. Ex- 
amples: The woman at Jacob’s well; Mary Magdalen; Matthew; Zach- 
aeus; the adulteress; His weeping over Jerusalem; the prodigal son. 

II. Conditions by which we obtain mercy. (a) Prayer and con- 
fidence; (b) Listen to His voice; do not misuse His patience. (c) Grati- 
tude shown by earnest conversion. Conclusion. 


By His demeanor during His earthly life Jesus Christ indicated 
the abundance of His mercy toward sinners. We see how every 
one sought His society, and He not only not repulsed them, or at 
least kept them at a distance, but, on the contrary, He took every 
possible opportunity of being among them, so as to win them for the 
Father. He seeks them by giving them remorse of conscience, leads 
them by means of His grace, and conquers them by His kindness. 
His kindness toward them is so great that He even becomes their 
advocate before the doctors and pharisees, who condemned them, 
and who would not suffer them to approach Jesus Christ. Further- 
more, He justifies His behavior toward sinners by a parable which 
gives evidence of His great and beautiful love for sinners, when 
He says: “ A good shepherd, who has a hundred sheep and loses 
one of them, leaves all the others behind and seeks the stray one, 
and when he has found it he takes it upon his shoulders to spare 
it the difficulties of the way, and when he has brought it back to 
his sheepfold he invites all his friends, that they may rejoice with 
him over the finding of the sheep which was thought to be lost.” 
Again, the parable of the woman who had ten pennies, and having 
lost one, lighted a lamp so as to look for it in all the corners of 
the house, and after she had found it invited all her friends, that 
they might take part in her joy. “Even so,” He adds, “does the 
whole court of heaven rejoice at the return of a sinner who is con- 
verted and does penance. I am not come to save the just, but 
sinners, those who are well need not the physician, but those who 
are sick.” As you see, Jesus Christ applies both of these parables 
to Himself as illustrations of His compassion for the sinner. O 
what a happiness it is for us to know that God’s mercy is infinite! 
Our heart should compel us to throw ourselves at the feet of God, 
who will be so glad to receive us. If we go to perdition, dear 
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brethren, we shall have no excuse, for Jesus Christ Himself told 
us that His mercy was ever ready to forgive us, no matter how 
deeply we had fallen. To impress these facts upon your hearts 
and minds I will show you to-day: 


I, The greatness of God’s mercy toward sinners. 
II. What we must do on our part to merit it. 


‘. 


Yes, dear brethren, the way in which God concerns Himself with 
us is consoling, but it imposes obligations upon us. Although we are 
guilty His patience waits for us, His love invites us to rise from 
our sifis and to return to Him. His mercy protects us. “ With 
patience,” says the prophet Isais, “ the Lord waits for us, to show us 
His mercy. As soon as we commit sin, we deserve to be punished 
at once. Nothing is more deserving of punishment than sin.” 
As soon as a man revolts against God all creation demands ven- 
geance, saying: Lord, wilt Thou that we destroy this sinner who 
has offended Thee? Wilt Thou, cries the sea to Him, that I should 
bury him in my depths? The earth says: Lord, wilt Thou that 
I open and bury him alive in hell? The air says: Lord, shall I 
suffocate him? The fire asks: O Lord, I pray Thee, let me con- 
sume him, and all creation cries for vengeance. But no, replies 
this good Jesus; leave him upon earth until the moment which my 
Father has ordained for him; perhaps I shall have the happiness 
of seeing his conversion. 

Contemplate, for instance, the mercy of God toward the world 
before the deluge, when the vices of men covered the earth and it 
was steeped in the filthy waters of the most abominable vices. The 
Lord felt Himself obliged to punish it, but what warnings, what 
admonitions, what delays did He not give them before the chas- 
tisement! Long before He threatened them, so as to rouse them 
and bring them to their senses. When he saw that their crimes in- 
creased from day to day He sent Noe to them, whom He com- 
manded to build an ark, which should take him a hundred years 
to build, and to all those who should ask him the reason of this 
construction he was to say that the Lord was about to destroy the 
whole world by a flood, but that, if they would be converted and 
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do penance, He would alter His determination. Only when He 
saw that His admonitions were of no avail, that men mocked at 
His menaces, He found Himself obliged to step in with His chas- 
tisement. And even then we see how the Lord declared that He 
regretted having created them, thereby expressing the greatness 
of His mercy. He wished to say: “I would rather not have created 
you, now that I find myself obliged to punish you.” Tell me, dear 
brethren, could God Almighty, as He is, have shown greater mercy ? 

From the beginning of the world, dear brethren, until the advent 
of the Messiah, we behold but mercy, grace, and kindness. And 
vet we may say that under the law of grace of the New Testament 
the benefits which He is lavishing upon the world are still more 
abundant and more precious. What commiseration on the part of 
the eternal Father, who had an only Son, and who consented that 
the only Son should give His life to redeem us all! Ah, dear 
brethren, if we remembered the Passion of Jesus Christ with proper 
feelings of gratitude, how many tears would we shed? As you 
see, the mercy of God could go no farther, for He had one only 
Son, and He sacrificed Him to save us—this Son who was the 
dearest that He had. But what shall we say when we consider the 
love of the Son? He goes willingly, to suffer torments and even 
death to procure for us the blessedness of heaven. What did He 
not do for us during His life upon earth? He is not satisfied to 
call us by His grace, and to place all means of salvation at our 
disposal. Behold how He seeks after the strayed sheep! See how 
He traverses cities and villages in quest of them, to lead them to 
the abode of His mercy! Behold how He leaves His Apostles and 
waits for the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, where He knew 
that He would meet her! He appeared before her and begins to 
speak to her, so that the gentleness of His speech, combined with 
His grace, should touch and console her. He asks her for a drink 
of water, that she herself may venture to implore Him for some- 
thing far more precious, namely, for His grace. So pleased was 
He at the conversion of this soul that He declined, when His 
Apostles asked Him to partake of some food, as if to say: “I am 
not thinking of material food; I am so rejoiced at having gained 
a soul for my Father! ” 

Look in at the house of Simon the leper. He does not go there 
to eat, but because He knows that He will find there Mary Mag- 
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dalen, a sinner. For this reason, dear brethren, He appears at 
this feast. Observe the joy revealed by His countenance as Mary 
Magdalen throws herself at His feet and washes them with her 
tears and dries them with her hair. But the Redeemer repays her 
abundantly by pouring out the fulness of His grace into her heart, 
Behold how He takes her part in opposition to those who are 
scandalized at her! His compassion is so great that He not only 
forgives her her sins, and drives out the devils who had taken pos- 
session of her heart, but He chooses her to be one of His com- 
panions. He desires that she should accompany Him during His 
entire life’s journey, and that in the whole world, wherever the 
Gospel should be preached, it should be related what she did for 
love of Him. He will speak no more of her sins, which He has 
already washed away by the merits of His most adorable blood, 
which He is to shed. 


Why do we find Him on the road to Capharnaum? Is it not to 
meet Matthew the tax collector and make him a zealous Apostle? 
Why on His way to Jericho? It is to convert the publican Zachaeus, 
Ask Him why He walks in the public square and He will tell you 
it is to defend the adulteress and to convert her. Reflect how He 
weeps when approaching the city of Jerusalem, which is an image 
of the sinner, for of it He said: “ Ungrateful Jerusalem who hast 
murdered the prophets and put to death the servants of God. O 
that thou mayest accept to-day the graces which I bring thee!” 
See, my brethren, how God weeps over the loss of our souls when 
He sees that we will not be converted. How can we, after seeing 
all that Christ has done to save us, doubt of His mercy, when we 
are sure of His forgiveness if we give up sins and repent of them, 
no matter how numerous they may be? Yea, and even deeply though 
you may have fallen, so that in the eyes of God you are in a worse 
condition than was the prodigal son, who from a noble, rich youth 
was reduced to a servant to feed the swine and had not anything 
wherewith to satiate himself, not even the husks the swine left 
over. Yet how did the father anticipate his coming—even prepared 
a feast for again finding the lost son. Thus will your heavenly 
Father act toward you from the very moment that you form the 
resolution of being converted; at the first step which you take 
toward that happy end the divine heart is moved to compassion, 
to mercy. He receives you with endearment. 
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Jesus Christ, in speaking of these sinners through the mouth of His 
servant, says: “Let this Christian, who is converted, be clothed 
with the robe of baptismal grace which he had lost; let him be 
clothed with Jesus Christ, with His justice, His virtues, and His 
merits.” See, dear brethren, how Jesus Christ treats us when we 
are so happy as to forsake our sins and to abandon ourselves to Him. 
O how great is God’s mercy! 


tf 


What must we then do to obtain His mercy? We must earnestly 
pray for it. We read in history of a great prince who, when he 
was dying, was frightfully tempted to doubt the goodness and 
mercy of God. When the priest who was at his bedside saw that 
he was losing confidence he strove to restore the same by pointing 
out that God never refuses forgiveness to any one who asks Him 
for it. “No, no,” replied the sick man, “there is no forgiveness 
for me. I have been too wicked.” .As nothing was of any avail, 
the priest took refuge in prayer. ‘Thereupon God put into his 
memory these words, which King David prayed before His death: 
“Prince,” he said, “listen to the words of a penitent king; you 
are a sinner as he was. Pray with him: ‘God, Lord, have mercy 
upon me, for my iniquities are very great, and may the enormity 
of my sins be a motive to induce Thee to pardon me.’” At these 
words the prince seemed to awaken as if from a stupor. He medi- 
tated for a moment, and then was overcome with joy, and prayed, 
“Ah, Lord, these words were indeed meant for me! Yes, my God, 
have pity upon me for that very reason, that I have sinned so 
grievously.” He made his confession and received the last sacra- 
ments, while tears flowed down his cheeks; joyfully he died, as a 
sacrifice for his sins, and passed away peacefully with the crucifix 
in his hands. In very truth, dear brethren, what are our sins in 
comparison with God’s mercy? A mustard seed as compared to a 
big mountain. Oh, how can we allow ourselves to go to perdition 
when it is so easy to be saved, and while Jesus Christ longs so 
ardently for our salvation? At the same time, if God is so good 
as to wait for us and to receive us, we must not misuse His pa- 
tience; when He calls us, and invites us to come to Him, we should 
go to meet Him; when He has received us, we should remain 
faithful to Him. Ah, dear brethren, for years, perhaps, God has 
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‘been calling us; why, then, do we remain in our sins? He is 


(c) Gratitude. 


Conclusion. 


always ready to offer us His grace; why do we not forsake our 
sins? We should not only renounce sin because God in His good- 
ness forgives us, but gratitude should prompt us to lament the sins 
which we committed. 

The leprous Samaritan serves us as an example. When he saw 
that he was cured he returned and threw himself at the feet of 
Jesus Christ to thank Him for the grace he had obtained. 

According to the teaching of St. Augustine gratitude toward 
God consists chiefly in this, that a soul resigns itself and all its 
inclinations completely to Him. Listen to the Saviour, who, having 
cured ten lepers, and saw only one returning to thank Him, asked: 
“ And where are the other nine; did I not heal them likewise?” As 
if He*wished to say: Why do not the others come to thank me? 
St. Bernard says we ought to be grateful to God, for thereby we 
shall prevail upon Him to grant us many more graces. Have we 
not good reason to thank God for having created us, for having 
redeemed us by His Passion ‘and death, for having given us the 
true faith when so many live and die outside the true fold. Now, 
dear brethren, as God’s mercy and kindness are boundless, let us 
endeavor to profit by them. Then we shall have the happiness of 
pleasing Him and of preserving our souls in His grace, and this 
will procure for us the pleasure of enjoying everlasting bliss in 
His sacred presence and that of all His saints in heaven. This is 
what I wish you all. Amen. 





FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“We have labored all the night, and have taken nothing.”—Luke v. 5. 


SYNOPSIS.—To-day’s Gospel teaches us that a superabundance of worldly 
goods is likely to do injury. Sodom. Solomon. Profusion harmful. 
Great wealth a danger to the soul. King Midas. The Israelites. St. 
Ambrose. David. Be content, avoid envy, and use what wealth you 
possess for the glory of God and the salvation of your soul. 


To labor all night and earn nothing is vexatic’’- 9 fish and not 
catch anything is time and trouble wasted; but and to catch 
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so many that the net breaks is no gain either. Peter experienced both 
of these truths. He fished all night without catching anything ; then, 
toward morning, at the command of Christ, he threw out the net 
once more, and caught such an abundance of fish that the net threat- 
ened to break. Too much, therefore, is of as little benefit as too little. 
When one has not enough he is easily vexed and despondent and 
falls into many sins. When one has too much, then the net breaks; 
that is to say, material harm is done body and soul. This is what 
befell the inhabitants of Sodom, of whom the prophet Ezechiel says: 
“ Behold this was the iniquity of Sodom, thy sister, pride, fulness 
of bread, and abundance, and the idleness of her and of her daugh- 
ters; and they did not put forth their hand to the needy, and to the 
poor. And they were lifted up, and committed abominations before 
the Lord.” (Ezech. xvi. 49, 50.) Solomon was aware of this, 
therefore he besought the Lord to preserve him from abundance and 
want. “ Lord,” said he, “ give me neither beggary nor riches; give 
me only the necessaries of life.” (Prov. xxx. 8.) Superabundance 
is evil and is harmful for soul and body. I will explain this further 
to-day: 

Daily experience teaches us how harmful a superabundance of 
the goods of this life is to our welfare. When the grain is too abun- 
dant and the ears of corn too plentiful they easily droop to earth and 
become rotten. When a fruit tree bears too much fruit the branches 
break. A ship too heavily laden goes to the bottom of the sea. Thence 
you can understand that a superabundance is not good, but harmful. 
A‘doctor had prescribed a very powerful drug for his patient, who 
was to take a spoonful at a time, but the sick man thought to him- 
self, ““ If the medicine is powerful and calculated to cure me, it would 
be so much better for me to take it all at once, I should regain my 
health so much quicker.” He did this, but instead of getting better 
he died from its effects. This example applies to all temporal 
things: those who have too much run the risk of being injured in 
body and soul. The rich man in the Gospel had a superabundance 
of everything and yet he complained and said: ‘“ What shall I do, 
because I have not where to lay up together my fruits?” (Luke 
xii. 17.) And why did he complain? Becdtyge he had too much; this 
caused him anxiety and trouble. Too much seldom brings happi- 
ness ; “ for better is a little to the just,” says King David, “ than the 


great riches of the wicked.” (Ps. xxxvi. 16.) It is better to catch _ 


Solomon. 


Profusion is 
harmful. 







f 
t 
4 


Se 
























Wealth a 
danger to 
the soul. 


King Midas. 


The Israelites. 








552 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 





a few fish than too many, for then the net tears easily. “ Better is a 
little with the fear of the Lord than great treasures without content.” 
(Prov. xv. 16.) How much trouble and care does it not cause the 
rich to preserve and increase their treasures? For the more a man 
has, the more he wants, and he is never satisfied. The cares of his 
earthly belongings do not allow him a quiet moment. In this way 
he embitters his own life and ruins his health. Others employ their 
superabundance of earthly possessions in sensual pleasures, in glut- 
tony and excesses, for the satisfaction of their sensual appetites, 
thereby squandering their fortune and destroying their constitu- 
tions! And how many sins arise just out of this superabundance of 
earthly things! As from an inexhaustible spring there comes forth 
avarice, covetousness, hardness of heart, uncharitableness, vanity, 
voluptuousness, sensuality, drunkenness, forgetfulness of God, and 
so many other sins. The heathens recognized the danger of a super- 
abundance of earthly possessions, and they illustrate it by the follow- 
ing clever anecdote: Once upon a time, when King Midas had enter- 
tained the god Bacchus in a princely manner, the latter, wishing to 
express his gratitude, desired Midas to ask him a favor. The king, 
who was very avaricious, begged that everything that he might 
touch would turn into gold. The favor was granted to him. From 
that moment everything that Midas touched was turned into gold, 
even the food that he desired to eat. Now Midas, with all his gold, 
was in a sad plight, for even his food turned into gold, and he 
starved to death. 

How God punishes the rich and the gluttonous is shown to 
us by His chastisement of the Israelites. They grumbled at 
Moses and Aaron in the desert for having brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, and said: ‘ Would to God we had died by the 
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat over the flesh- 
pots and ate bread to the full: why have you brought us into this 
desert, that you might destroy all the multitude with famine?” 
(Exod. xvi. 3.) Then the Lord gave them bread from heaven— 
manna, as much as they required. But they were not satisfied with 
that; they wanted meat. Then the Lord sent them quails in abun- 
dance, and they ate their full thereof. But because of their gluttony 
the wrath of God descended upon them. “ As yet the flesh was be- 
tween their teeth, when behold, the wrath of the Lord being pro- 
voked against the people, struck them with an exceeding great 
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plague” (Num. xi. 33), of which many died. Now you see how 
harmful superabundance is! St. Ambrose said: “I am suspicious 
when everything is about in abundance.” Upon one occasion the 
saint entered a house, and during the meal he asked the host what 
were his circumstances. The latter answered, “Sir, I want for 
nothing. I and my family enjoy good health, and I have everything 
in abundance.” When Ambrose heard this he departed at once, 
saying: “ This man has a superabundance of everything; this is a 
bad sign, and I fear that the wrath of God will descend upon this 
house and destroy it.” And it came to pass as the saint had foretold. 

The same thing may be said of many Christians: superabundance 
of everything is a bad sign, and it is greatly to be feared that thou 
wilt be visited with God’s anger on account of thy covetousness and 
the bad use which thou hast made of thy wealth, and that at last, in 
consequence of thy sins, thou will be lost eternally, for on account 
of thy affluence thou hast become haughty, vain, unchaste, hard- 
hearted, uncharitable, and forgetful of God; thou runnest the danger 
of dying impenitent in thy sins. Follow, therefore, my dear Chris- 
tians, the advice of King David: “If riches abound, set not your 
heart upon them” (Ps. Ixi. 11), and do not forget the words of 


the Apostle: ‘‘ For they who would become rich, fall into tempta-. 


tion, and into the snares of the devil, and into many unprofitable and 
hurtful desires, which drown men in destruction and perdition.” 
(1. Tim. 6, 9.) Be content with what the Lord gives you; look not 
with envy upon those who have more, and strive not to acquire 
money and property in the wrong way! Use everything that the 
Lord has given you for the glory of God and the salvation of your 
own soul and the souls of those under your care. Oh, how sad it 
would be if at the end of a life spent in luxury you would have to 
say, with Peter: “ We have labored all the night, and have taken 
nothing; we have been solicitous about temporal things during the 
night of sin, but we have gained nothing for our poor soul!” May 
the Lord preserve us from this in His goodness! Amen. 


St. Ambrose. 


David. 








EE FS Ts I a ee Pel Se es we 


ers 


$e ea 














God is deserv- 
ing of love on 
account of His 
infinite amia- 
bility, yet He 
holds Himself 
out to us asa 
reward, in 
order to en- 
courage us to 
love Him. 


This reward 
induces us to 
resign our- 
selves to God. 


Though un- 
worthy of such 
reward, the 
merits of 
Christ give us 
cause to hope. 





THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


554 
SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


HOPE. 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God.”—Matt. xxii. 37. 


SYNOPSIS.—God deserving to be loved, even if there were no heaven to 
hope for nor hell to fear. How much more reason for us to love Him 
since He promises eternal reward. This eternal reward should instil in 
us the virtue of Hope, by means of which me may overcome all difficul- 
ties. Though unworthy of this reward, the merits of Jesus Christ give 
us cause to hope. Meaning of the word hope. God demands that we 
have hope and confidence in Him. The providence of God for those 
that put their trust in Him. Hope our consolation. Job. Confidence in 
Christ; in the Blessed Virgin. Examples. 


If St. Augustine says he would never cease to love God, even 
if there were no heaven to hope for nor hell to fear, because 
God is infinitely lovable and deserves to be loved, how much 
more reason for us to love God if He promises us an eternal reward 
to encourage us to put our faith in Him and to love Him above all 
things. If we perform this sacred duty worthily we are working for 
our sanctification and our glorification in heaven. As faith teaches us 
that God sees everything, and that He is a witness of all that we 
do and suffer, the divine virtue of hope for the crowning reward 
of heaven causes us to bear our sufferings with submission and 
resignation to the holy will of God. This beautiful virtue sup- 
ported the martyrs in the tortures to which they were subjected, 
the anchorites in their severe penitential practices, and the weak 
and sick in their diseases. Yes, dear children, if Faith shows us 
the presence of God everywhere, Hope leads us on, by the joyful ex- 
pectation of an eternal reward, to perform all our actions with the 
intention of pleasing God. As this virtue, dear brethren, sweetens 
all our sufferings, let us consider its benefits. 

If we, dear children, acknowledge through Faith that there is a 
God, who is our Creator, our Kedeemer, and the Supreme Good, 
that He created us so that we might know Him, love Him, serve 
Him, and possess Him, Hope teaches us that, although unworthy of 
this happiness, still we may hope for it through the merits of Jesus 
Christ. So that by our actions we may lay claim to this reward, 
three things are required of us: Faith, which makes God ever 
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present to us; Hope, which causes us to perform our actions with 
the intention of pleasing God, and Charity, which unites us to Him 
as to our supreme good. 

You will ask, what does “ hope” mean? It means, dear brethren, 
to strive after something which will make us happy in the life to 
come; to have an ardent longing to be rid of all earthly evils, and 
to partake of that heavenly reward which is to satisfy us beyond all 
human conception. When Adam had sinned and was beset with 
many miseries, his greatest consolation consisted in the hope that 
his sufferings would not only procure pardon for his sins, but they 
would also gain merits for heaven. Oh, how good God is, dear 
brethren, who rewards the least of our actions if performed for His 
sake with such great bliss for all eternity. But that we may merit 
this great grace, it is the will of God that we should have as great 
confidence in Him as children have in their good father. To in- 
spire us with a greater confidence, we know that many times in 
Holy Scripture He has caused Himself to be called “ Father.”” He 
desires that in all the necessities of body and soul we should take 
refuge in Him. By giving Himself the name of “ Father,’ He 
wishes to strengthen our confidence in Him. Behold how much 
He loves us. Through the prophet Isaias He tells us that He carries 
us all in His bosom. “ A mother,” says He, “ who carries her child 
in her womb can not forget it, and if she should be so unnatural as 
to do so, still J never forget those who put their trust in me.” 
He even complains that we place so little confidence in Him, and 
He exhorts us not to put our trust in kings and princes, because 
we then shall have our hopes disappointed. He even goes further, 
and He threatens us with His curse if we do not have great con- 
fidence in Him. Through the prophet Jeremias He says, ‘‘ Cursed 
are those who do not trust in God!” and He continues, “ Blessed 
are they who trust in the Lord!” I said that our temporal wants 
should move us to have a great confidence in God. He promises 
to care for us, to encourage us to take recourse to Him in all our 
needs, and He has worked miracles for those who placed their 
confidence in Him. We know from Holy Scripture that He fed 
His people in the desert for forty years with manna. During all 
the years which they passed in the desert their clothing did not 
wear out. He exhorts us in the Gospel not to be solicitous in regard 
to food and clothing: “ Behold the fowls of the air: they sow not, 
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neither do they reap, nor gather into barns: yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are not you of much more value than they, O ye of 
little faith?” Be not solicitous, therefore, saying, “ What shall we 
eat, or wherewith shall we be clothed? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow: they labor not, neither do they spin, and yet 
I say to you, that not even Solomon, in all his glory, was arrayed 
as one of these. Now, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which 
to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, how much more you, 
O ye of little faith? Seek ye, therefore, first the kingdom of God, 
and his justice, and all these things shall be added unto you.” See 
how much He desires that we should put our trust in Him! When 
you pray He teaches us, “Do not say ‘My God,’ but say ‘ Our 
Father,’” for all know what unbounded confidence a child has in 
its father. When He appeared to Mary Magdalen after His Resur- 
rection, He said to her: “ Seek my brethren, and tell them, that I 
go to my Father, who is also their Father.” Tell me, dear brethren, 
does it not appear to you, too, that our lack of confidence in God is 
the reason why we are so unhappy upon this earth? 

The virtue of Hope consoles and supports us in the trials which 
God sends us. We have a beautiful example of this in holy Job 
stretched out on the dunghill, covered with sores from the sole of 
his foot to the crown of his head. He had lost all his children— 
they were killed in the ruins of his house; he himself driven from 
his bed on to a dunghill; forsaken by everybody; his own wife 
ridiculing and heaping abuse upon him, instead of consoling him; 
his dearest friends only causing him still greater sufferings by their 
remonstrances. 

Meanwhile, although his condition was so pitiable, he never ceased 
to hope in God. “ My God,” he said, “ I will never cease to hope in 
Thee, and to have confidence in Thy love toward all men. Why, 
O God, should I be discouraged and a prey to despair? I will 
confess my sins before Thee, which have been the cause of my 
sufferings, but I hope that Thou wilt be my Saviour. My hope is 
that Thou wilt one day reward me for the sufferings I have en- 
dured for Thy sake.” See, dear brethren, we may call this true 
hope, because he did not cease to hope in God, although it seemed 
as if the fulness of God’s wrath had descended upon him. With- 
out seeking to know why so much suffering was his portion, he 
contented himself by saying that his sins alone were the cause of it. 
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Behold, dear brethren, the great benefits which the virtue of Hope 
holds out to us. Lamented as unfortunate by his friends, forsaken 
by his own flesh and blood, despised by others, Job considers him- 
self happy, because his confidence is placed in God. Ah, if we had 
such a great confidence in God in our sufferings, troubles, and 
sicknesses, what treasures should we not heap up for heaven! Oh, 
how blind we are! If instead of being inconsolable in our afflictions 
we had the firm hope that God sends them to us as so many means 
by which we can merit heaven, how gladly would we undergo them! 

We must have a firm confidence in Jesus Christ, for we are sure 
that He will never forsake us in our necessities if we turn to Him 
as children to their Father; we ought to have, also, a great con- 
fidence in the Mother of God, who is so good and who so willingly 
assists us in all our spiritual and temporal wants by pleading for 
us with her divine Son. If, for instance, there is a sin upon our 
conscience that we are afraid to confess, let us throw ourselves at her 
feet, and we may rely that she will obtain for us the grace to make a 
good confession, and thus will procure for us the forgiveness of our 
sins. Yes, dear brethren, after God we ought to place the greatest 
confidence in the Blessed Virgin in all our spiritual and temporal 
needs. 

The following wonderful example will serve as a proof of this. 
It is related in history that a certain young man for a long time 
led an excellent Christian life, which gave him firm confidence in 
gaining heaven, but the devil, eager to work his ruin, tempted him 
violently and so long, until at last the youth committed.a mortal sin. 
Immediately after, he saw the enormity of his sin, and his first 
thought was to take refuge in the sacred tribunal of penance. But 
such a feeling of shame came over him at the thought of his sins 
that he could not make up his mind to go to confession. Tormented 
by remorse of conscience he foolishly resolved to drown himself, 
so as to put an end to his torments. When he reached the bank 
of the river he shuddered at the thought of the eternal damnation 
into which he was about to plunge himself, and, crying bitterly, he 
wended his way back and prayed that God might forgive him 
without confession. He attempted to gain peace of conscience by 
visiting churches, praying and practising penitential works, but in 
spite of all his prayers and penances remorse of conscience perse- 
cuted him persistently. God, in His great mercy, and at the in- 
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tercession of His Blessed Mother, wanted to save the youth. One 
night, as the youth sat up, in great sadness, he felt a great 
desire to go to confession, and at dawn he arose and went to church, 
but just as he was about to go to confession he felt more than ever 
ashamed of his sin, and he had not the courage to do that which 
the grace of God had inspired him to do. The same thing hap- 
pened to him repeatedly, shame held him back, and finally, in 
a moment of desperation, he again made up his mind to die rather 
than to reveal his sin to the priest. All at once the thought struck 
him to recommend himself to the Blessed Virgin. He threw him- 
self before Our Lady’s Altar, confided to her his difficulties, and im- 
plored her, with tears in his eyes, not to abandon him. And behold 
how gracious the Mother of God was to him, how quickly she came 
to his assistance! Hardly had he knelt down before all his anxieties 
left him, his heart was completely changed, and he arose full of 
courage and confidence, sought out his confessor, and revealed all 
his sins to him. Ah, dear brethren, how miserable would have been 
the condition of this man had he neglected to take refuge with the 
Blessed Virgin! Eternal damnation would perhaps have been his 
fate. 

To show us what great confidence we should have in Jesus Christ, 
and how we should never be afraid to ask Him for everything neces- 
sary for body and soul, our Saviour tells us in the Gospel how a 
man went to one of his friends in the night time to ask for three 
loaves, as some one had come to visit him and he had nothing to 
set before him, but the friend answered that he and his family were 
already in bed, and he did not wish to be disturbed. But the man 
continued to knock, and kept on saying that he had no bread for 
his visitor. Then the friend arose and gave him what he wanted, 
not because of friendship, but because of his urging. “ Therefore,” 
Jesus Christ concludes, “ ask and it shall be given you: seek, and you 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.’’ We may be cer- 
tain, therefore, that whatever we ask the Father in the name of 
Jesus Christ He will give it to us. 

In conclusion, I must yet say that our hope should be general, 
which means that whatever happens we must have recourse to God. 
If we are sick, let us put our trust in Him—He cured many sick 
persons during His earthly life—and if our health will contribute 
to the glory of God and the salvation of our soul we are sure that 

















FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


559 


He will give it to us; if, on the other hand, sickness is more profit- 
able for our salvation, He will give us the strength to bear it with 
patience and thereby merit eternal reward. If we find ourselves in 
any. great danger, let us imitate the three youths whom they cast 
into the fiery furnace: their confidence in God was so great that the 
fire had no power over them, and only consumed the ropes with 
which they were bound, while they walked about the furnace prais- 
ing God. In temptations, dear brethren, let us put our trust in 
Jesus Christ and we shall be certain not to fall. The loving Saviour 
merited our victory over our temptations by allowing Himself to 


be tempted. If, dear brethren, we have become entangled in 


any 


bad habit, and we are afraid that we shall not be able to get rid of it, 
let us put our trust in God; He merited for us countless graces, that 


we might be victorious over the devil. In this way we shall 
consolation in our cares, which are inseparable from life. 
It is pride which causes us to remain hardened in our sins 


find 


and 


makes it so difficult for us to confess them. If we were humble we 
could not remain in our sins, nor should we be afraid to go to con- 
fession. Let us ask God, dear brethren, to grant us humility, so 
that we may fear sin and have recourse to the Sacrament of Pen- 
ance if we have committed sin. We should often ask God for the 
beautiful virtue of Hope, which will show us how to perform all 


our actions with the intention of pleasing God alone. 


Let us guard against giving way to despair in sickness and trouble. 
Let us remember that God sends us these so that we may fix our eyes 


and our hopes upon the eternal reward in heaven, which I wish 
all. Amen. 


FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


you 


“TI say to you, that whosoever is angry with his brother, shall be guilty 


of the judgment.”—Matt. v. 22. 


SYNOPSIS.—Anger a great evil, and not compatible with Christian charity. 
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Paul. Augustus. Our Saviour, The Holy Ghost. Solomon. King 
Saul. Try and acquire true Christian meekness. 

The Gospel which we have just read is rich in instruction for 
us. Among other things it treats of anger and its bad effects, and 
it tells us the means of avoiding the same. We must remember, first 
of all, that we are neither Jews nor heathen, but that we are Chris- 
tians, who must in all things be led by the law of charity. The 
Gospel teaches us that not only actual murder, but even the de- 
sire to kill some one, is sinful and punishable; that even one who is 
angry at his brother is deserving of severe punishment, for in these 
things, as in so many others, Christian charity must be more perfect 
than that of the Pharisees, whose righteousness was only on the 
surface and who did not strive after interior holiness. To-day I 
will speak to you 

Of anger, and of a few means which should be employed to over- 
come tt. 

It is unnecessary for me to tell you what anger is and how much 
harm it produces, for only too frequently you allow yourselves to 
be overcome by it for the most trivial reasons, and repent of your 
rashness only when it is too late—when you can not repair the 
injury which you have done to yourselves or others by the inordinate 
violence of your temper. Anger blinds us, as many persons have 
unfortunately experienced; it dims our reason, and makes man like 
the unreasoning animal; it disturbs the peace between man and 
wife, between relations and neighbors, causes slander, quarrels, 
hatred, and enmity, frequently bodily injuries, and even murder. 
A bad temper undermines the health of him who gives way to it, 
and makes him an object of aversion to his fellow men; indeed, it 
sometimes happens that a man in his rage injures himself, discover- 
ing that he can not hurt the object of his wrath. He resembles a 
mad dog, who, if he can not bite the person who threw the stone 
at him, will bite the stone until it breaks his teeth. A hot-headed 
man, therefore, injures himself more than he does others. In his 
quarrels, for instance, he may use injurious words or commit deeds 
which will cause trouble for him. And what happens when one of 
these violent men has a quarrel home? In his frenzy he damages 
his property and often hurts his wife or himself, and in this way 
he is a victim to his own blind passion. You see how anger displays 
itself and how much harm is done in consequence! 
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What musi we do to master our anger? St. Paul answers, “ Re- 
venge not yourselves, my dearly beloved, but give place to wrath” 
(Rom. xii. 19), which means, if any one offends you, do 
not take revenge, but leave vengeance to God, who alone 
has the right to exercise it; give a place to your wrath and let it 
cool off; the longer the time between the offense and the retort 
the less likely will you be to commit an indiscretion. For this reason 
a heathen philosopher once advised the Roman emperor Augustus, 
who was very irascible, that he should neither speak nor act when 
angry until he had repeated the twenty-four letters of the Greek 
alphabet slowly and distinctly. 1 will give you a similar advice, my 
dear Christians: I advise you, when your temper is aroused by 
injury, an offense, or any other vexatious occurrence, not to say or 
do anything until you have said one “ Our Father.” In this way 
your anger will be calmed and you will not be led into uttering 
injurious words or committing rash deeds. To give a place and 
leisure to anger until it coois down is the best means of mastering 
our wrath and avoiding sin, which it occasions. This is what the 
Saviour did: ‘“ Who, when he was reviled, did not revile, when he 
suffered, he threatened not.” (I. Peter ii. 23.) Go, dear Christians, 
and do likewise! 

Another means of mastering our anger and guarding against the 
evils which it leads to is given us by the Holy Ghost when He says: 
“If thou blow the spark, it shall burn as a fire: and if thou spit 
upon it, it shall be quenched: both come out of the mouth.” (Eccl. 
Xxvili. 14.) From which we understand that, if any one inflamed 
with the fire of anger utters ugly words against you, and you should 
return these injurious words, the fire of anger will blaze up fiercely 
between you, so that it will be hardly possible to extinguish it; but 
if, on the contrary, you make use of kind and soothing words toward 
him, his anger will be appeased and his wrath will be spent, for “a 
mild answer breaketh wrath,” says Solomon, “ but a harsh word 
stirreth up fury.” (Prov. xv. 1.) “ By patience a prince shall be 
appeased ; and a soft tongue shall break hardness.” ( Prov. xxv. 15.) 
Oh, how many quarrels and fights, how many revilings and slanders, 
might be prevented if we would follow this beautiful advice, 
and give a mild answer to an unkind speech! How many bitter 
hours would be spared to married people if in all the vexatious 
occurrences of which the married state is not wanting they would 
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treat one another with gentleness and avoid every unkind word! 
When King Saul, moved by the evil spirit, wished to kill his faithful 
servant David, and he found him playing softly upon the harp, he 
was unable to carry into effect his determination, and the evil spirit 
went out of him. And so will the evil spirit, the spirit of anger and 
revenge, depart if you return meek words of charity to your fellow 
men when in anger they use hard and injurious words to you, the 
fire of anger will be quenched within them, and will not be en- 
kindled in you, the commandment of charity will not be ignored, 
and peace will not be disturbed. Let us, for the future, dear Chris- 
tians, strive to restrain our anger, and to acquire true Christian 
meekness! To this end let us accustom ourselves at every sudden 
rising of our temper neither to speak nor act until we have considered 
for a few moments what is befitting for us to do as Christians, and 
when we speak let it be in the gentle tones of charity. “ Blessed 
are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the children of God.” 
(Matt. v. 9.) Amen. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 


“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” 


SYNOPSIS.—Misusing the name of God a dreadful crime. But this sin, 
in spite of its enormity, very common. The various sins against the 
second commandment: 

I. Blasphemy and swearing. 
II. Imprecations and curses. 
III. Swearing falsely, or perjury. 
Distinction of these sins necessary for the penitent confessing them. 
The Holy Ghost, as also Jesus Christ, warning against these sins. Pun- 
ishments threatened. 


We ought to be wondering, dear brethren, that God found it 
necessary to forbid, by a special commandment, the misuse of His 
holy name. Is it conceivable, my dear people, that Christians 
make themselves tools of the devil by reviling so good and beneficent 
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a God? Can we imagine that a tongue which has been consecrated 
to God in Holy Baptism, and has so often been honored with His 
most adorable flesh and blood, might be employed in reviling its 
Creator? Could we possibly do this if we really believed that God 
gave it to us, to magnify Him and to sing His praises? Surely this 
is a dreadful crime, which in a manner compels God to visit us with 
manifold miseries, and to abandon us to the devil, whom we serve 
with so much zeal? This crime must appear appalling to any one 
who has not entirely lost the faith. And yet, in spite of the enormity, 
the horror, and the iniquity of this sin, there is hardly any sin more 
common than swearing, blaspheming, and cursing. Do we not 
often hear even little children swear who hardly know the “ Our 
Father” ? The second commandment, which forbids us to swear 
falsely, or unnecessarily, says: “* Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain.” In that commandment God tells us: “ I order 
and command you to respect my name, because it is holy and worthy 
of the greatest reverence. I forbid you to profane it by using it in 
falsehood, an injustice, or without sufficient reason.” 

I will now try and show you, dear brethren, what is understood by 


I, Blasphemy and swearing. 
II. Imprecations and curses. 
III, Swearing falsely, or perjury. 


Many persons do not seem to be able to distinguish these things 
and take one for the other, and for this reason they do not accuse 
themselves of their sins as they ought to. 

1. Ignorant people frequently confound blasphemy with swear- 
ing. An unfortunate man may in a moment of anger or despair 
cry out: ‘ God is not just, because He permits me to suffer this, or 
to lose that.” He has blaspheined God, and not sworn, in using 
these words, and yet in confession he accuses himself: ‘* Father, I 
accuse myself of having sworn.” What he has really done was 
not swearing, but blaspheming. A person is falsely accused of some- 
thing which he has not done. He says, to justify himself: “If 
! did this may I never see the face of God.” This is not swearing, 
but a fearful imprecation. These are two sins which are just as 
grievous as false oaths. Another one calls his neighbor a thief, a 
rascal, and then accuses himself of having sworn at his neighbor. 
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That is not swearing, but using injurious words. Still another 
uses foul, indecent words, and accuses himself of having used godless 
talk; he should accuse himself of having used obscene language. 
To swear, dear brethren, means to call God to witness our state- 
ments, and by perjury we understand a false oath; that is to say, 
if somebody takes an oath to confirm a falsehood. 

The name of God is so holy, so great, and so adorable that, ac- 
cording to the testimony of St. John, the angels and saints in heaven 
cry out unceasingly: ‘ Holy, holy, holy is the great God of the 
heavenly host; his name shall be praised from eternity to eternity!” 
When the Blessed Virgin visited her cousin Elizabeth, and that 
holy woman said to her, “ Blessed art thou who has been chosen 
to be the Mother of God,” the Blessed Virgin answered, “ For he 
that is mighty hath done great things to me, and holy is his name.” 
We also should have a great reverence for God’s name, and never 
utter it without the greatest veneration, or take it in vain. St. 
Thomas says that it is a sin to take the name of God in vain; for in- 
stance, swearing is a sin unlike others, as in other sins insig- 
nificance of the circumstances diminishes the enormity of the 
sin. Stealing is, properly speaking, a mortal sin, but stealing some- 
thing very trifling, only a couple of pennies, for instance, is still a 
sin, but only a venial sin. The same is true of anger and gluttony. 
But it is entirely different with swearing: the smaller the matter the 
greater the desecration. For the more insignificant the matter is 
the greater the contempt. 

“The house of him,” says the Holy Ghost, “ who swears habitu- 
ally fills itself with injustice, and the curse only departs there- 
from when it is destroyed.” Jesus Christ says in the Gospel that 
we should neither swear by heaven nor by the earth, because 
neither the one nor the other can hear us. If you wish to assert 
anything, say: “It is so, or, it is not so; yes or no; I did it, or, I 
did not do it;”’ everything that you say in addition to this is of evil. 
Besides this, a person who habitually swears is an irascible person, 
who is a slave to his own temper ; he swears, whether lying or telling 
the truth. But you may say, if I do not swear to some things they will 
not be believed. There you are mistaken, for a person who is ad- 
dicted to swearing is not believed, for it indicates a person without 
religion, and a person without religion is not considered truthworthy. 
If you desire, dear brethren, to be happy in this life, and that God 
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should bless your houses, never swear, and you will see that every- 
thing will be well in your house. God teils us that His curse will 
descend upon the house where there is much swearing and destroy it. 
Why, my dear brethren, do you let yourselves be carried away and 
swear, although God has forbidden it by the penalty of misfortune 
in this life and perdition in the next? 

II. There are many other more wicked desecrations of the name of 
God; for instance, when imprecations are added to swearing. An 
unfortunate man says: “ If that is not the truth I do not want to go 
to heaven!’ and so forth. Alas! O blasphemous sinner, the devil 
rejoices at thy vile and godless speech. Others, again, have the name 
of the devil on the tip of their tongue when the slightest thing vexes 
them. It is to be feared that a person who so frequently has the 
devil’s name upon his lips must bear him also in his heart! 

Another kind of swearing, or imprecations, are the curses made in 
our heart. Many believe that because they do not utter them with 
the lips they are therefore not sinning, but you are greatly mis- 
taken, my friends. Some one has done you an injury, and you curse 
him in your heart and wish that evil may befall him, and perhaps 
you carry these thoughts in your heart for a long time, and you be- 
lieve that it does not matter because you did not utter them with 
vour lips. My friends, that is a grievous sin, and you must accuse 
yourself of it distinctly or else you lose your soul. Ah, how few 
know the condition of their poor soul as it is in the sight of God! 

IIf. There are persons who are still more culpable, for they swear 
to what is false. If you properiy meditate over the contempt shown 
to God by perjury you would never dare to commit it. You be- 
have toward God like a poor slave who would say to a king: “ King, 
you must bear false witness for me.” Does not the thought of per- 
jury fill you with horror, dear brethren? God tells us in Holy 
Scripture: “ Be holy, because I am holy.” Do not lie and cheat your 
neighbor and do not commit perjury, because thereby you call the 
name of the Lord thy God to witness a lie, and do not profane the 
name of the Lord. St. John Chrysostom says: “‘If it is a fault 
to swear to the truth, how much greater a crime is it to swear falsely, 
or toa lie?” The Holy Ghost says that those who disseminate lies 
will perish. The prophet Zacharias assures us that the curse will 
fall upon the house of him who takes an oath to a lie, and that the 
curse will remain on the house until it is destroyed, St. Augustine 
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says that perjury is a great crime, and like a wild beast that causes 
fearful havoc. This sin is still more grievous when imprecations 
are added to a false oath. 

Many persons swear to a promise without having any intention 
of keeping the promise. Before we promise anything we should 
examine first whether we can fulfil our promise. And never prom- 
ise anything under oath. If in a moment of anger we should vow 
to take revenge, it is quite certain that such promise must not 
be kept, but that, on the contrary, we should beg pardon of God. The 
Holy Ghost says that whosoever swears will be punished. 

If you ask me how it is that nowadays we hear of so many false 
oaths, imprecations, horrible blasphemies, and curses, I can only 
reply that persons who commit such dreadful sins have neither 
faith, conscience, or virtue, but are forsaken by God. Oh, how much 
happier should we be if we only used our tongue, consecrated to God 
in Holy Baptism, to pray to so good and beneficent a God and to 
sing His praises! Since God has given us our tongue for this pur- 
pose, let us endeavor to dedicate it to Him, so that after this earthly 
life we may have the happiness of praising Him in heaven for all 
eternity, the blessing which I wish you all. Amen. 
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Two Jubilee Sermons. 


“ Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” —II. Cor. vi. 2. 


SYNOPSIS.—The indulgences of the Jubiiee the culmination of divine 
mercy, the removal of the last barrier preventing our entrance into 
heaven. The Jubilee indulgence has its origin in the Jubilee year of the 
Old Law. The Christian year of Jubilee celebrated for more than 400 
years, the particularly solemn Jubilee at the beginning of a new century, 
however, celebrated for 600 if not more years. 

I. What does the Jubilee grant us? 

(a) The Jubilee indulgence. What is an indulgence? Sin and its 
punishment two distinct things. Two ways to wipe out temporal punish- 
ment: by penance or purgatory, and by indulgence. Objections to the 
Catholic doctrine of indulgences. Proof of this doctrine. Practice of the 
early Church. Christ our model. St. Paul. 

(b) The source of indulgences, the merits of the Redeemer and of 
the saints. The power of the Church to dispose of these merits. If the 
Church can remit eternal punishments, why not temporal punishments? 
Satisfaction by proxy. 

(c) The Jubilee indulgence a plenary indulgence distinguished by 
great solemnity, great power, great authority. 


The above words are applicable to all those days on which the 
sources of grace of Holy Church flow more abundantly than or- 
dinarily, as, for instance, to great feasts, to missions, during the 
forty hours’ devotion, but they are especially applicable to the time 
of a Jubilee, which offers to us the most excellent of all graces which 
Holy Church places at the disposal of zealous and penitent Chris- 
tians. For, in the indulgences of the Jubilee, we venerate accord- 
ing to the ‘opinion of the theologians the culmination of divine 
mercy, the accomplishment of the work of our justification, the com- 
pletion and fulfilment of our repentance, the all-embracing efficacy 
of the most precious blood of Jesus Christ, whereby, upon fulfil- 


ment of the prescribed conditions, the last barrier is removed which 


would prevent our entrance into heaven. 

The Jubilee indulgence has its origin in the Jubilee year of the 
Old Law, which was celebrated by divine command every fifty 
years. It was a year of grace for Israel; then the earth rested, 
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the Israelite enjoyed the gifts of creation, such as did not require 
manual labor; the slaves were set free, the property forfeited by 
debt and poverty was restored to its former owner; all debts were 
remitted, ‘* for it is the year of jubilee.” (III. Moses xxv. 10.) The 
Jubilee year aroused great joy in Israel. It had, however, like so 
many other institutions of the Old Law, a deep, mysterious meaning, 
The general immunity from incurred disadvantages and punish- 
ments typified the far greater blessings of the remission of the pun- 
ishment due to sin in the New Law. Our Jubilee brings deliverance 
from the fetters of the soul, removes its guilt and punishment, and 
restores to it the full possession of divine grace. 

The Christian year of Jubilee has been celebrated for more than 
400 years at intervals of 25 years, and is called the Holy Year, or 
the Great Jubilee. With particular solemnity, however, has the 
Jubilee been celebrated at the beginning of a new century, as the 
records show, for the last 600, if not more years. In order that we 
may perfectly understand the meaning of the Jubilee, and that we 
may better appreciate its manifold blessings and benefits, I shall 
endeavor to explain fully to you 


I. What does the Jubilee grant us? 
II. What does the Jubilee require of us? 


What does the Jubilee grant us? The Jubilee is an extraordinary 
indulgence which the Pope grants to the faithful, under the obliga- 
tion of performing certain works of piety; and during the time 
appointed for the Jubilee particular authority is granted to con- 
fessors to remit certain sins and ecclesiastical punishments, and to 
release certain vows. 

I. What is an indulgence? By indulgence we understand, ac- 
cording to the teaching of the Church in general, a remission of the 
temporal punishment due to sin which, after the sin itself has been 
forgiven, is still due us, to be accounted for here or in purgatory. 

We are speaking here of two entirely different things: of sin and 
of the punishment for sin. Every sin, venial as well as mortal, 
leaves, according to Catholic doctrine, a twofold stain upon the 
soul—the stain of guilt and the stain of punishableness. In mortal 
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sin the state of guilt consists in the complete turning away of the 
soul from God, in an entire rupture from, and enmity with, God. 
The mortal offense tears asunder the intimate bond of love and 
friendship which unites the soul to God by sanctifying grace; this 
results in punishment by eternal rejection, eternal death, or damna- 
tion. The guilt of venial sin is not a complete turning away from 
God, for this sin does not deprive us of sanctifying grace, but it 
disturbs and troubles the perfect relation of friendship between God 
and man; it merits, therefore, not eternal but a temporal punish- 
ment, which has to be endured either in this life or in purgatory. 

In the case of every sin, then, guilt and punishment are essentials ; 
guilt is the injustice which we do to God, punishment is the exer- 
cise of the right, which God has to exact satisfaction from the trans- 
gressor of His laws, even after the forgiveness of the guilt. 

Now there are two ways by which the temporal punishment of 
sin can be wiped out: in the frst way we either voluntarily under- 
take works of penance during our earthly life, and make satisfaction 
founded on the satisfaction of Jesus Christ, or suffer in purgatory 
after our death; in the other way the grace of indulgence comes to 
the assistance of the faithful, to deliver them from the temporal 
punishment due to sins from which they have been purified in the 
Sacrament of Penance. 

Two objections are made to this Catholic doctrine of indulgences. 
The one is that God never forgives by halves, but that He remits 
the temporal punishment with the sin. This is not true. As a 
proof of this we will take two well-known examples from the Bible: 
When the refractory people of Israel murmured at Moses and 
Aaron, and Moses besought the Lord for forgiveness, the Lord said 
to him: “I have forgiven according to thy word . . . .; but yet 
all the men that have seen my majesty, and the signs that I have done 
in Egypt, and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now ten 
times, and have not obeyed my voice, shall not see the land for which 
I swore to their fathers.” (IV. Moses xiv. 20, 23.) The other 
example is this: After King David had grievously sinned by adultery 
and murder the prophet Nathan came and upbraided him with his 
crimes, by reminding him of the great graces and blessings which 
God had shown him. David acknowledged and confessed, in hu- 
mility and contrition, the enormity of his guilt. The prophet re- 
plied, “ The Lord hath also taken away thy sin,” but announced to 
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him at the same time the temporal punishment which God would 
inflict upon him for his sins, namely, that the son conceived in 
adultery would die, and that other misfortunes would be visited upon 
his family; and this actually took place. (II. Kings xii. 13, 14.) 
That a temporal punishment remains after the forgiveness of the 
guilt of sin also in the New Law is also acquiesced in by the practice 
of the Church in the first centuries, when most severe penances were 
inflicted upon sinners. But enemies of the Church overlook this en- 
tirely, and they advance the other objection, that, as Christ did com- 
plete satisfaction, every punishment which God would impose upon 
sinners would lessen the merits of the Sacrifice of the Cross. ‘That 
is as much as to say that Christ had taken away all obligation from 
us to do penance for our sins according to our own ability. But 
there isnot a word to this effect to be found anywhere in Holy Writ. 
We do read, however, that Christ, by His example, urges us to 
walk in His footsteps and to unite our penances with His. Would 
Christ have been a true Saviour to us if He had not by His hu- 
mility imposed upon us the obligation to be humble, by His poverty 
to strip our hearts of all desire for earthly goods, and by His morti- 
fied life incite us to mortification and penance? If He is our Saviour 
and the head of those He redeemed, then we, the members of His 
mystical body, must be one with our head. 

This is what St. Paul understood when he declared (Coloss. i. 24) 
that he would fill up those things that were wanting of the sufferings 
of Christ, in his flesh, for Christ’s body, which is the Church. And 
the same great Apostle chastised his body, considering himself un- 
worthy to bear the name of an Apostle because formerly he had 
persecuted the community of God; and he led a life of penance, to 
make satisfaction for the sins of his early life, long ago forgiven. 
Did he do this from motives of pride, or of vanity, or because 
it pleased him more to do penance than to believe that Christ had 
left no obligation upon sinners to make satisfaction? 

Is it not foolishness to declare that it is only vanity for Catholic 
Christians to awaken sincere contrition, confess their most secret 
and debasing sins, mortify their flesh, fast, weep, pray, and give 
alms to obtain from God the forgiveness of their sins and remission 
of the punishment? No one performs such severe practices from 
sheer vanity, but they are done from a feeling of duty. 

And when we practise works of atonement, according to Catholic 
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teaching, we do not for one moment believe that they alone will 
obtain the remission of temporal punishment, but through the power 
of and in connection with the satisfaction of Christ, who is the true 
vine, from whom alone we receive the grace to live and to act so 
as to please God. 

If, then, whatever we do in respect to satisfaction is really united 
with the satisfaction of Christ and essentially connected with it, 
how, then, is it possible that the satisfaction of Christians should 
lessen the merits of Christ or bring them into contempt? 

The grace of indulgences, therefore, comes to the assistance of 
the zealous faithful, aids them in rendering satisfaction, makes 
reparation for the temporal punishment still to be expiated, and 
removes the last obstacle which bars the faithful from entering into 
heaven. 

II. Now in what way does the repentant Christian acquire as- 
sistance in the satisfaction which he should render himself? Whence 
comes this reparation? Whence come indulgences? Where is their 
source? 

Indulgences are obtained from the boundless and superabundant 
satisfaction of Christ and the saints. Christ could work a bound- 
less satisfaction by one drop of His blood, -in consequence of the 
infinite merits of any and each of His actions. But in reality He 
shed all His blood for our salvation. This fact could not increase 
the already infinite merits of the least of His sufferings; it at least 
induced God to apply the merits of Christ more abundantly to us. 
Moreover, Mary and the saints, as well as the holy martyrs, by the 
power of the merits of Christ, gained far more merits than neces- 
sary for their own sanctification and blessedness. 

This wealth of satisfaction is now the resource of the Church, 
which Jesus Christ left her as an inheritance, so that out of the 
superabundance of merits those who upon earth stand in need 
of the assistance, might profit of the merits of others. 

Now if we ask how the merits of others can be a source of benefit 
to ourselves, and even become, indeed, our own satisfactions, we 
have the answer in the doctrine of the power of the keys in Holy 
Church and of her disposition of the merits of Jesus Christ and the 
saints. The Council of Trent expresses itself very clearly upon this 
point: “As the power to grant indulgences was granted by Christ 
to the Church, and she has used this power given to her by God from 


The source of 
indulgences. 


The power of 
the Church 
to grant 
indulgences. 














Satisfaction 
by proxy. 


572 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


the earliest times, therefore the Holy Council of the Church teaches 
and commands that the use of indulgences, which is very salutary 
for Christian people, and approved by the Holy Councils, should be 
retained in the Church, and lays the anathema upon those who 
declare that indulgences are unnecessary or who deny that the 
Church has the power to apply them.” 

This power of the Church is repeatedly confirmed in Holy Scrip- 
ture. For instance, Christ said to St. Peter (and Peter lives on 
in the Popes): ‘“ Whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall 
be bound also in heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt loose upon earth, 
it shall be loosed also in heaven.” (Matt. xvi. 19.) 

As therefore the divine Saviour excludes nothing from this fac- 
ulty, as a matter of fact the power of binding and loosing in the 
Church- extends over everything, unless removed from her juris- 
diction either by the nature of the matter or by special command of 
Jesus Christ. But no such restriction applies to the remission of 
temporal punishment. Christ further says: “ And to thee will I 
give the keys of the kingdom of heaven ”’—that means the power 
to remove the last obstacles which prevent us from entering into 
heaven. The last obstacles are the temporal punishments. And 
on this authority indulgences have been granted until this day. 

Indeed, if the divine Saviour gave to His Church the far greater 
power of remitting eternal punishments (John xx. 23), why, then, 
should He have withheld from her the lesser power of remitting 
temporal punishments? 

The spiritual merits of others are only applicable to ourselves 
because we, as members, are in communion with Christ, the head, 
with the saints in heaven, and with the faithful on earth, as long as 
we remain in the state of sanctifying grace. 

The good works of Christ, and of the saints, are profitable for us 
because, as in a living body, all the members—through sanctifying 
grace—are filled with strength and life. If, then, the Church makes 
use of the boundless treasures which she possesses in the merits of 
Christ and the saints, if she applies the merits of others to some 
or to all the faithful, and allows them to make use of these merits, 
will not God be satisfied in this way, although the satisfaction is 
not performed personally by the one who really ought to do it. God 
acts like a creditor who is satisfied if a third party pays instead of the 
debtor himself, or performs the work the latter should do. Surely it 
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is a great mercy and grace on the part of God that He should accept 
such a satisfaction by proxy. Has He not accepted the Passion of 
His only begotten Son, and continually accepts it, for the remission 
of sins committed by us? That is the fundamental dogma of the 
Catholic Church. If we did not accept any satisfaction by way of 
substitution, how could Christ have redeemed us? 

God has desired to glorify those who, by sanctifying grace and 
holiness of life, are living in union with Christ, by accepting their 
satisfactions as a substitute for that of their weaker brethren. 

Through the grace of indulgences our own weakness is supported 
and makes amends for the temporal punishment for all punish- 
ments if the indulgence is a plenary one, for a part only when it is 
only a partial one. 

In this way have indulgences always been used; the Church has 
granted them, the faithful have endeavored to profit by them, and 
everywhere the indulgences have born abundant fruits of penance: 
remarkable conversions, growth in holiness, increase of faith, and 
of charity, etc., etc. Indulgences bring people to confession, at- 
tract them like a heavenly magnet, and are to many eternal salvation. 

While the indulgence of the Jubilee is in its essentials not different 
from any plenary indulgence, still there exists a difference on ac- 
count of certain conditions. 

III. What is the Jubilee indulgence? The Jubilee indulgence is a 


plenary indulgence distinguished by a great solemnity, a great power, 


a great authority. 

(a) The Jubilee indulgence is surrounded with great solemnity. 
For it not only extends to a congregation, a diocese, a country, a cer- 
tain part of the world, but it extends over the whole earth. From the 
rising of the sun to its setting the rays of its grace extend. 

Moreover, the ceremonies with which it is announced are calcu- 
lated to give it great authority. From the throne, whereon God 
Himself has placed him, the Pope raises his voice as shepherd, 
addresses himself to the whole world, to the bishops, priests, and 
to the faithful. The proclamation of the graces of indulgences sets 
the whole of Christendom in joyous agitation. After hearing the 
voice of the Pope, their shepherd, Christians say: “ Behold, now is 
the acceptable time, now is the day of salvation!” And those who 
are not of the number of the zealous Christians, will they not be 
carried away by the extraordinary celebrations which will take place 
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even in the smallest communities—solemnities which, on account 
of their rarity, make all the greater impression? 

(b) The Jubilee indulgence is a great power in itself. This power 
consists of the prerogatives and particular authority which are 
granted exclusively during the time of the Jubilee; authority to ab- 
solve from certain reserved sins ; authority to liberate from ecclesias- 
tical punishments; authority to release certain vows. With this 
authority not only a few but al/ confessors are provided, so that if we 
faithfully fulfil the obligations we may receive this greatest treasure 
with but little difficulty. 

(c) The Jubilee indulgence enjoys the greatest authenticity, par- 
ticularly the Jubilee which takes place at the change of the cen- 
tury, the history of which reaches back as far as the thirteenth, ac- 
cording, to some historians even as far as the seventh century. Thus 
the Jubilee indulgence is a most valuable and precious gift, the Jubilee 
year a year rich in graces, a year of revival and penance, a year of 
expiation and grace, called rightly by the Church the Holy Year; a 
year which prepares a path to the joys of paradise. 


II. 


“ Prepare ye the way of the Lord: make straight his paths.”—Mark i. 3. 


SYNOPSIS.—What does the Jubilee require of us? We must be in the 
state of grace, we must duly perform the prescribed works of penance. 
Our conversion must be sincere. Further conditions. Exhortation. 

The preceding part of this sermon had for its aim to make clear 
to us the great value of the graces which we may obtain by means 
of the Jubilee indulgence. In the Jubilee indulgence we venerate 
the culmination of divine mercy, the accomplishment of our justifica- 
tion, the perfection of our penance, the ransom that Christ Himself 
paid for us. 

But at the threshold of the sanctuary, which holds the wonders 
of divine grace, we are met by the voice of Holy Church: “ Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord: make his path straight!” Whosoever de- 
sires to participate in the reception of the graces offered let them 
examine themselves whether they are in the proper condition to 
receive them. 

Let us therefore inquire: 


What does the Jubilee require of us? 
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Holy Church is obliged to speak in this way. She unfolds before bet does the 
the eyes of mankind the whole beauty of divine mercy so as to quire of us? 
attract our hearts, but she exacts also purified and devoted hearts. 
For it is an essential teaching that in the holy work of regeneration, 
and especially in the accomplishment of sanctification, which the 
Jubilee indulgence has for purpose, the divine working should be 
met and sustained by our own exertion and permeate the same. In 
other words, the great and sublime graces of the Jubilee indulgence 
must be gained by the faithful on conditions more exacting than 
would be necessary to obtain ordinary indulgences. “‘ Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord: make his path straight!” These words will 
have to be well considered. Whosoever has any idea of the doc- 
trine of the Catholic Church as regards justification can never fall 
into the error of thinking that the offering of a special grace dis- 
penses with due preparation for the same, and that the announce- 
ment of a special indulgence and the invitation to partake of the 
same can, as a consequence, result in a relaxation or even a cessa- 
tion of penance. It is the purpose of this sermon to prove that the 
urgent invitation to partake of the benefits of the Jubilee indulgence 
does not only not interfere with penance, but that, in fact, there is no 
greater incentive for penance, and really for most thorough pen- 
ance, than the prospect of the immense benefit offered by the Church 
by the authority of God, namely, a complete remission of the pun- 
ishments incurred by our sins. 

The answer, then, to our question, what does the Jubilee require 
of us, is: 





I. We must be in the state of grace. 
II. We must duly perform the prescribed works of penance. 


I. We must be in the state of sanctifying grace. 
(a) Next to the earnest intention of partaking of the indulgence Conditions. 
we must be above all things in the state of grace, for St. Thomas says, 
“A dead member of the body can not derive any good from the other 
living members,” and he who is in a state of mortal sin is like a dead 
member. Furthermore, since the granting of the indulgence emanates 
from the authority of the Church, it can never be the intention of the 
Church to apply the merits of Jesus Christ and the saints to souls 
stained with sin. Indulgences are a favor granted to the friends 
and children of God, certainly not to His enemies. And again, how 
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can the temporal punishment be remitted to those still deserving 
eternal punishment? As long as the sin itself remains, God does 
not remit its punishment. It is therefore an indispensable con- 
dition, either to have preserved the state of grace or to have again 
obtained the same by penance. 

However desirable it would be now that all the prescribed works 
for the Jubilee indulgence be performed in the state of grace, it is 
nevertheless sufficient if we are in the state of grace at that moment 
in which we complete the last of these prescribed works, because 
just at that moment the indulgence is gained. Consequently 
there is no Jubilee indulgence for impenitent and obdurate sinners. 
They, too, are invited to profit in this time of grace by gaining the 
indulgence, but the invitation is tendered on the condition that 
such sinners should repudiate sin, and with repentent hearts and 
reformed minds they may participate in the benefits of divine grace. 
Mind this well; there can be no Jubilee graces for you if God does 
not perceive the image of His Son in your soul, if He does not see 
that you are grafted on the True Vine, which is Christ, through 
sanctifying grace, if you can not say: “I live, yet not I, but Christ 
lives in me.” 

It is easily understood, therefore, that corresponding conditions 
are imposed upon the faithful. Sin must be banished from the 
soul, because sin and grace can no more dwell together than dark- 
ness and light, or death and life. The sincere conversion of the 
heart to God must cover, without exception, each and every sin 
that has broken the bond of love with God. These obstacles must 
be removed by a contrite confession, by an earnest and sincere 
determination to lead a better life. 





Our conver- (b) So that our conversion may be real, we must free ourselves 
sion must be : ° . - z 
sincere. from every disorderly inclination and attachment to sin, as far as 


our own will is concerned. I mean that our will must break with 
sin, must abhor it as the greatest of all evils. St. Bernard calls a 
conversion, where the inclination to sin is not rooted out, an abomi- 
nable deception. St. Augustine teaches the same, when he speaks 
of God’s commands to Abraham: “Go forth out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and out of thy father’s house, and come 
into the land which I shall show thee.” (Gen. xii. 1.) In these 
words God not only gave Abraham the command to leave his coun- 
try bodily, which he had already done, but to relinquish all at- 
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tachment to his former country, and to forsake it in his heart, that 
he might serve as a model to the sinner. 

Is it not a fact that we are not contented with a friend’s gifts if 
we have not his heart?) And so God wants our heart. God opens 
His paternal arms to us, and desires only to see the last barriers 
fall which prevent our entrance into heaven. But to this end He 
requires of us the same that we ask of our friends: “ Son, give me 
thy heart! I behold thy tears; I hear thy prayers; I perceive thy 
good works! but, give me thy heart! Avoid the occasion for sin! 
Give me thy heart!” 

Therefore, in preparation for the gaining of the Jubilee indulgence 
the first essential condition is the possession of sanctifying grace, 
the faithful must be purified from every mortal sin, and free from 
every attachment of the heart or will to the same, and this resolu- 
tion must be proved by the avoidance of occasions leading to sin. 
Reason demands this, for even in our courts of law pardon is 
granted only to repentant and reformed offenders. Religion de- 
mands this, for it is written: “ But if the just man turn himself away 
from his justice, and do iniquity, all his justices which he had done 
shall not be remembered.”’ (Ezech. xviii. 24.) 

II. We must perform the prescribed works duly and properly. 
1. Above all, the one desiring to gain the Jubilee indulgence must 
perform the prescribed works in person, as according to the existing 


rules no one can gain an indulgence for another living person. 


2. The prescribed works must be performed at the appointed times, 
as also in a spirit of piety and penance, otherwise they would not be 
in accordance with the intentions which the Pope had in granting 
the indulgence. 3. As we must strictly conform to the conditions 
upon which the Church grants the indulgence, not only the vol- 
untary but also the involuntary omission of any of the prescribed 
conditions, as, for instance, the inability to fulfil the same or ig- 
norance of the same, would prevent your gaining the indulgence, 
unless the prescribed works are modified by authority of your con- 
fessor. 4. If several good works are prescribed, the order of the 
same is, as a rule, left to the choice of the performer, but the last 
one of these works, as already stated, must necessarily be per- 
formed in the state of grace. 5. A work which the penitent is 
already obliged to perform can not serve for the gaining of this 
Jubilee indulgence, for instance, Easter Communion. 
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The works prescribed for gaining the Jubilee indulgence are in 
particular: 1. Confession and Communion. Both these sacraments 
must be received within the time appointed for the Jubilee. 2. Church 
visits. The churches designated by the bishop must be visited. No 
one has authority to substitute other churches for those named 
unless specially authorized by the bishop. Sixty visits altogether 
must be made. 3. Prayers. The prayers said at each church visit 
must be offered in the intention of the Holy Father. They must 
be actually said by moving the lips. Mental prayer is not excluded, 
but in itself is insufficient. It is considered sufficient to recite in 
each church visited five times the Our Father, Hail Mary, and 
Glory be to the Father. Sick and feeble persons and others law- 
fully incapacitated may have changed the visits of churches by their 
confessor into some other work of piety. 

This, then, is what the Jubilee requires of us. May you all be 
expected to gain the Jubilee indulgences? Shall we all participate 
in the benefits of this holy time of grace? Do you understand now 
why the Catholic Church institutes Jubilees? Is it not foolish and 
wicked to say that at the time of a Jubilee it is made easy, by a few 
indifferent acts, to receive forgiveness and grace? ‘This is what the 
enemies of the Church claim, because they rejoice at a chance to 
misrepresent her acts. The Church can never do anything to suit 
them. If she proclaims the forgiveness of sins and the necessity 
of penitential works, it is said she underestimates the satisfaction 
of Christ; if she opens the treasury of the expiation of Christ by 
granting indulgences, it is said that she disturbs the spirit of pen- 
ance. 

It may be convenient for impenitent, obdurate sinners to think 
so, but the great grace of the Jubilee indulgence, decried by our 
enemies and scoffed at by impenitent sinners, remains, nevertheless, 
holy, precious, and propitious, like the golden ray of sunshine falling 
upon fertile soil. 

The good Catholic knows and feels that this is an important and 
holy season of grace, a time for repentance and contrition, for 
humility and reform, for the love of God and of our fellow men. 

Can you ever hear more impressive words than those of Christ: 
“The way is steep . . . . the door is narrow”? When is 
it ever required of you more urgently to break with sin and to avoid 
occasion? When are you more earnestly exhorted to combat your 
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evil passions, urged to peaceful reconciliation, to conjugal fidelity, 
to the restitution of ill-gotten goods, to make good slander? 

Thus a holy zeal should be awakened for penance, contrition, and 
confession. And the Church listens to our sighs . . . . she 
beholds our tears . . . . she comes to our assistance with 
this Jubilee indulgence. O holy season! How it strengthens our 
confidence! How it draws men to their merciful God! How light 
are our hearts, which were oppressed with guilt! Do not ask: 
“What can the Jubilee indulgence give me after I am made to do 
all this penance? ” Oh, you know not how enormous the punishment 
is that you have deserved, and compared with that, how insignificant 
your merits are, how imperfect your works! 

Remember that formerly the Church imposed most severe pen- 
ances, sometimes lasting for years, for one single sin. She cer- 
tainly possess the right understanding of our guilt. 

Remember how the anchorites did penance; remember St. Peter’s 
tears, shed during his whole lifetime; think of Magdalen’s twenty- 
two years of penance; think of the severe penances of the innocent 
Aloysius! 

O holy indulgence! O precious gift of our Holy Mother Church! 
Thanks! Eternal gratitude! Amen. 
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Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist, 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR LITTLE ONEs. 
JESUS CHRIST. 
XXXI. 
THE JoyFUL MYSTERIES OF THE Rosary. 


In our last lesson we considered two of the joyful events remem- 
bered in saying the rosary, the Annunciation and the Visitation. The 
next event, dear children, which we should contemplate with joyful 
gratitude in saying the rosary, is already known to you: it is the 
birth of Jesus. Where was Jesus born? Who was His mother? 
What did the angels do at the birth of Jesus? What did the shep- 
herds do? Dear children, we should be very ungrateful if we did 
not feel the liveliest joy in contemplating the birth of Jesus. Why 
did the Son of God come into the world? He wished to redeem 
us all and make us good again and blessed; can there be a greater 
benefit? Mary and Joseph, the good shepherds, and the angels . 
of heaven were full of joy and gladness when Jesus was born. Let 
us rejoice with them, especially when we say this mystery of the 
rosary. 

We come now to the fourth part of the rosary, which also 
consists of one Our Father and ten Hail Marys. So that you may 
be able to understand this mystery I will relate to you briefly 
what is meant by the presentation in the temple: In the Old Law 
God commanded the Israelites, through Moses, that all parents 
should offer their first-born son to God in the temple. The wealthy 
people had also to offer a lamb, the poor a pair of doves. Although 
Mary, as the Mother of God, was not obliged to conform to this 
custom, yet she did so. The first place she went to after the birth 
of her Son was the temple, where she offered up to the Father in 
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heaven His only begotten Son. With what holy joy must she have 
returned thanks to God for the grace of being the Mother of God! 

Mary, as you know, was poor; for this reason she brought the 
offering of the poor, and gave a pair of young doves, like the poorest 
of the Israelites. 

There lived at Jerusalem a venerable old man called Simeon, who 
was very righteous and God-fearing. He waited with longing for 
the Redeemer of mankind. 

While Mary and Joseph were waiting with the Child in the 
temple, Simeon, inspired by the Holy Ghost, came there too. When 
he entered the temple and beheld the Child Jesus, inspired by the 
Holy Ghost, he immediately recognized Him as the future Re- 
deemer. With a great joy, as if he beheld heaven opened, he took 
the Child in his arms and cried aloud: “ Now thou dost dismiss thy 
servant, O Lord, according to thy word, in peace; because my eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; a light to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people of Israel.’ This, dear children, is what hap- 
pened when Mary presented the Child Jesus in the temple, and 
this event is remembered in the fourth mystery. 

Now we come to the fifth and last part of the rosary, which also 
consists of one Our Father and ten Hail Marys. The event which 
we should meditate with joy in this part is known to you. It is the 
story of the twelve-year-old Child Jesus. Who can tell me something 
about it? What caused Mary and Joseph so much joy when Jesus 
was twelve years old? That they found Jesus in the temple! 

Dear children, how do you like the prayers of the rosary? It is 
composed of the most beautiful and holy prayers, the sign of the 
cross, an Our Father, the three divine virtues, of five Our Fathers, 
and after each of these ten Hail Marys. Will you always say your 
rosary with devotion? As Jong as you remain humble Jesus and 
His holy Mother will love you, and you will certainly be able to say 
your rosary with pleasure and devotion; but now I must tell you 
something which has unfortunately happened to many persons, and 
made them very unhappy. There are, dear children, many Chris- 
tians who as children said their rosary joyfully and devoutly, but 
when they grew older they became lukewarm in prayer and the 
love of God, and because the rosary took time to say they became 
tired of it, because they did not pray to God fervently, and they went 
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so far as not to say their rosary any more; they even forgot it. 
Others, again, did worse: they associated with persons who ridiculed 
religion, and especially the rosary, and because they thought more 
of these wicked persons than they did of God they laid aside their 
rosary altogether, and at last they, too, laughed at those who prac- 
tised this beautiful devotion. Dear children, when you grow older 
you may perhaps meet wicked persons like these, but you must 
never so offend Jesus, your Saviour, and the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
His Mother, as to despise a prayer which the Mother of God her- 
self has taught us, or laugh and mock at those who do say this prayer. 
This would be a great misfortune for you which might deprive you of 
heaven itself. 

I will tell you in a few words how persons have been punished 
on accaunt of their pride and haughtiness. On occasion of the birth- 
day of a certain girl, named Cecilia, her parents and brothers and 
sisters congratulated her, and she received many beautiful presents. 
Her grandmother gave her a bouquet of white roses and a string of 
pearls, saying, kindly, ‘““ My dear grandchild, may these pearls be an 
emblem of thy innocence.” Cecilia looked contemptuously at the 
present, and said to herself: “I expected something better than 
that from grandmother; flowers don’t cost much, and these pearls 
are so cheap-looking.” 

She took the present and gave it to her little sister, saying, with 
a sneer: “Julia, this will suit you better than me. I don’t care 
for it, but for a child like you it is a grand present.” 

The grandmother said: “ Cecilia is right. The present is more 
suitable for an unassuming child than for a haughty, capricious 
young lady. The pearls which Cecilia does not appreciate, and 
which she has given away, are real and they cost a hundred dollars. 
Cecilia, who did not consider this present good enough, has pun- 
ished herself by her pride and selfishness. But you, dear little 
Julia, remain always humble and modest, preserve your heart pure 
from all evil, that it may resemble these white roses. Be virtuous, 
and do all the good you can in your life, which is of more value 
than pearls and gold, then you will one day receive from God the 
crown of everlasting life. 

Children, this is what happens also to proud persons who despise 
the rosary and think that it is only fit for children and ignorant 
people. These persons do not obtain from God the graces and 
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blessings which He gives to those who say these prayers devoutly. 
It is a mystery to ignorant and proud people how Christians can 
find any pleasure in saying these prayers. To say the rosary with joy 
and pleasure is a gift of God, and this gift is given by God to the 
humble. 

The five joyful mysteries are, indeed, mysteries, and remain such, 
to the proud, because they have not received grace from God to com- 
prehend how joyful these events are to every Christian heart when 
meditating upon them devoutly. 

There is one thing I want you to do, dear children, and that is 
to say your rosary devoutly and without distractions. Your mind 
must know what you are praying, and you must desire ardently in 
your hearts for those things which are expressed in the words, 
otherwise you will resemble a bell which emits sound without 
knowing it. 

Now, dear children, I am going to give a rosary of pretty beads 
like these you see here to each one of those who can tell me how to 
say the rosary. 


XXXII. 
Jesus CuRIsT Is THE Best TEACHER FOR CHILDREN. 


Dear children, you have heard the most important events of the 
childhood of Jesus; but I am sure you would like to know more 
about Jesus Christ the Son of God. From His twelfth year until 
His thirtieth we only know that Jesus retired from the world and lived 
with His parents, and that He was subject to them. In this respect 
Jesus has given a beautiful example to all children as to how gladly 
children should remain with their parents and be obedient and 
subject to them in all things. But, dear children, Jesus could 
not always remain with His parents. Why did God, His 
Father, send Him into the world? If Jesus had not become in- 
carnate to save the sinful, would they have become good again? 
What people are sinful when they are born? Were we, too, sinful 
when we were born? Children, what must you do to reach heaven? 
Remember, then, that you know what Jesus did to make the sinful 
good again. 
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I have often known persons, who were very wicked, to fall sick, to 
come near death in fact. Their relations said to them: ‘“ You are 
grievously sick, you will probably die; prepare yourself for death, 
therefore!’ They would not believe it, however, until they were as- 
sured that only by a miracle could they get better. As soon as the sick 
persons realized this they did everything in their power, that they 
might die a good death. Children, most people were grievously sick 
in their souls at the time when Jesus lived upon earth, and, what was 
the worst of all, they did not believe that their souls were sick. Do 
you know what makes the soul sick, and causes its eternal death? 
It is sin which deprives men of eternal life in heaven and casts 
them into the eternal death of hell. Men were great sinners, but 
they did not acknowledge it. They made gods out of wood and stone 
and adored them; even the devil himself. They committed the great- 
est crimes and the most horrible vices, and did not consider them sins 
but good actions. As long as men do not think that they are sin- 
ners and wicked, will they ever do anything good and just? Cer- 
tainly not, no more than sick people who believe they are well call in 
the doctor. Therefore, if the wicked were to become good again, 
they must first of all believe that they were wicked. For this purpose 
God sent His Son into the world, that He might tell this to men and 
teach them. 

When Jesus was thirty years old He began to teach men. He 
went about in the country preaching penance; He admonished 
wicked men that they should leave off sinning and offending God, 
and that they should be converted and become His good children 
again. 

I have already told you something about the beautiful temple in 
Jerusalem. As often as Jesus was in Jerusalem on the Sabbath or 
festival days He taught in the temple. When Jesus was in small 
cities He taught in the synagogues, which were small churches 
wherein the Jews assembled on the Sabbath for divine worship. In 
the country where Jesus lived there were large lakes. You have 
all seen a boat. Well, Jesus seated Himself in a boat, and 
from thence He taught the people who were on the shore. He 
taught them also from a mountain and in the desert. Wherever 
He met men who should hear the word of God He taught them. In 
this way Jesus had a great deal to endure, and He was often very 
tired, but what grieved Him most was that so many persons would 
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not listen to His teaching and remained as wicked as ever. What 
did Jesus do when He was thirty years old? When Jesus was thirty 
years old He began to teach men. 

Children, if one of you was to stand up here and teach the other 
pupils, would that be right? There would soon be the greatest dis- 
order among you. Did any one command you children to teach? 
What must you do? Suppose one of the congregation should 
ascend the pulpit and begin to preach, would this be allowed? Oh, no; 
only those who are appointed as teachers and are called to this 
state ought to proclaim the word of God. Now listen and I will 
tell you who has appointed Jesus Christ to teach mankind and has 
commanded men to listen to Him. God Himself did this, and I will 
tell you where it happened. 

Dear children, among those men who listened to the teaching of 
salvation from the lips of Jesus there were many who distinguished 
themselves by their zeal in listening to the divine word and in 
obeying it. These men were for the most part with Jesus, for which. 
reason He called them His disciples. Upon one occasion He took 
His three favorite disciples, Peter, John, and James, with Him up 
into a very high mountain. When they had ascended the mountain 
Jesus prayed. All at once His appearance was changed—it was 
bright and shining. His countenance shone like the sun. His 
garments were as white as snow. And behold! two men appeared 
in glory and heavenly brightness, who talked to Him. They were. 
Moses and Elias. 

When Peter and the other two disciples saw Jesus in His glory 
between these two holy men they were filled with holy reverence. 
They were astonished and enraptured. When Peter saw that the . 
two men were about to leave Jesus, he said to Jesus: “ Lord, 
it is good for us to be here. If thou wilt, let us make here three 
tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.” 

While Peter was yet speaking a bright cloud overshadowed them. 
Moses and Elias vanished in the cloud. And a voice came out of 
the cloud, saying: “ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye Him.” God Himself, therefore, by a voice from 
heaven, appointed His beloved Son as the teacher of men, and com- 
manded that we should hear Him. How did God Himself appoint 
Jesus, His beloved Son, as teacher of men? A voice came from 
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heaven, saying: “ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye Him.” 

So that you may more easily remember the story of the trans- 
figuration of Jesus I will show it to you in a little picture. Here 
you see Jesus represented in heavenly brightness and beauty. On 
His right is Moses, on His left Elias. Here on the mountain you 
see the three favorite disciples of Jesus, Peter, John, and James, 
Out of the cloud a voice spoke from heaven. What did this voice 
say? Now who can tell me what this picture represents, and the 
names of the three persons there depicted? Where did Jesus lead 
His three favorite disciples? What were their names? How did 
Jesus appear to them upon the mount? Who appeared and talked 
to Jesus? What did the voice from heaven say? 

We-must, therefore, hear Jesus, dear children. God has com- 
manded this by a voice from heaven, and solemnly appointed Jesus 
as the teacher of all mankind. Can a child learn who is not at- 
tentive to what the teacher says? Certainly not; on the contrary, 
it will remain ignorant. O children, how much our Father in 
heaven must love us, that He should give us His beloved Son asa 
teacher. You should be glad because the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
is your teacher too. He is the best teacher for children. 

Dear children, are you as clever as your parents and other grown- 
up persons? The word of God is announced to grown people by 
preaching. Have you ever heard a sermon? Does the priest ask 
the congregation questions, as I do you ? Children, that is not neces- 
sary, because grown people understand what is taught them per- 
fectly well without questions and explanations. But with you, 
children, it is a different thing. That you may understand what is 
taught you it must be made clear and distinct, so that you can under- 
stand it with your weak reason. For this reason Jesus is the best 
teacher for children, because what He teaches is so plain that even 
little children can understand it. Why, then, is Jesus the best teacher 
for children? Because what He teaches is so plain that even little 
children can understand it. Children, who is Jesus Christ? Where 
did Jesus come from? Have you ever been to heaven? You do 
not know, then, how it looks in the other world? Who can tell us 
this best? Yes, Jesus can tell us this, and He has done so. What 
He teaches is so beautiful that even little children are pleased, and 
that is why He is the best teacher for children. Why, then, do we 
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say that Jesus is the best teacher for children? What he teaches 
is so beautiful that it pleases even little children. 

After Jesus had taught men for three years everything that they 
should know, so that they might be holy in this world and blessed 
in the next, He returned to heaven again. But Jesus had provided 
that those men who were to live later should hear what He had 
taught. He said to His disciples and their successors: “Go and 
teach all nations, all people.” The disciples and their successors 
have done this at all times. They taught men everything that Jesus 
had taught. Jesus sends me to you, dear children, to teach you 
all those things which He once taught when He lived visibly upon 
earth. When I am explaining to you His holy teaching you should 
listen as attentively as if you heard it from His own lips. Jesus 
Christ has promised a great reward to those who hear the Word of 
God and obey it. To them He has promised heaven and eternal 
blessedness. Listen where He said this: Jesus was teaching upon 
one occasion a great number of people, when a woman who took 
great delight in His teaching raised her voice and proclaimed the 
Mother of Jesus as blessed because she had such a Son. Then 
Jesus spoke those memorable words: “ Yea, rather blessed are they 
who hear the word of God and keep it.” Dear children, do you 
wish to be with the blessed in heaven one day? What must you do 
to attain this? That you may do this, may God grant you His 
grace, which we will now beg of Him by a devout prayer. 


XXXII. 


Jesus TEACHES How Mucu Gop Our FATHER IN HEAVEN LOVES 
MANKIND. 


Dear children, you have learned now many things about God, how 
He made all things, and arranged them beautifully and well, how He 
gives us so many good things, etc. But Jesus Christ has taught 
us all this much better and plainer. Children, is God also the 
Father of the wicked and of those who do not believe in Him? You 
did not think so. That is what a great many men thought: that 
God only cared for good men, that He only loved them as a Father, 
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but that He hated the wicked and did not take care of them. But 
this is quite wrong, as Jesus has so well taught us. Who created 
all good men? Who created the wicked? If there were no sun in 
the sky, how would it be on earth? Who, then, allows the sun 
to rise every day? Does the sun shine only on the good, or does it 
shine on the wicked too? If it did not rain any more would any- 
thing grow upon earth? Who sends the rain? Does God let it rain 
upon the good and the just only, or also upon the wicked and unjust? 
Do you still think that God only cares for the good? You see, then, 
how plain and clear the teaching of Jesus is. Jesus taught that God 
was the best of Fathers to all men, let us therefore be good children of 
cur Father in heaven, who lets His sun rise upon the good and the 
bad, upon the just and the unjust. Does God wish that men should 
be wicked? How does He wish all men to be? Be therefore good 
children of your heavenly Father, and if any of you are naughty 
you must improve at once and not offend this good Father in 
heaven again, for even the best of fathers must punish bad children 
if they do not improve. Is God only your Father, or mine? Yes, 
God is the Father of all men. 

Your own fathers love you very much. You have proofs of their 
love daily in the many kindnesses which you receive from them. 
But who is the best Father from whom all good comes? Mention 
some of the benefits which we have received from our Father in 
heaven? Now tell me what Jesus has taught about God His Father? 
That God 1s the best of Fathers to all men, and that He loves them 
all tenderly. 

Good parents love nothing in the world so much after God as their 
children. If any one were to ask your parents either for their money, 
goods, or their children, which do you think it would be hardest 
for them to part with? Now I will tell you what Jesus Christ has 
taught us of the infinite love of God for mankind. 

Dear children, God the Father had an only Son, who was with 
Him in His heavenly glory from all eternity. This only begotten 
Son of God had the same attributes as God the Father. How much 
the Father loved Him the Son of God Himself has taught us when 
He said: “I and my Father are one.” I have already told you a 
great many things about this only begotten Son of God. Who is 
the Son of God? Yes, Jesus Christ is the Son of God. What did 
God say, by the voice from heaven, of this His Son? “ This is my be- 
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loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Now listen, children, what 
God the Father did with this His only beloved Son out of love 
for men who were wicked. You know, children, that all men who 
are descended from Adam and Eve come into the world sinful | 
because they have inherited the sin of their first parents. God did 
everything to make wicked men good again. He tried to improve 
them by rewards and punishments. He sent from time to time holy 
men to them, who were appointed to preach penance to them, but they 
would not be better. Now listen what God at last did for love of 
mankind: God so loved the world that He sent His only begotten 
Son. Yes, the only begotten Son of God forsook the glory of 
heaven, became incarnate, and suffered, even dying the painful death 
of the cross to redeem men from sin and to make them blessed. 
O children, there could not be a greater love: the dearest that God 
had He gave to us. Never forget, therefore, what Jesus teaches 
us, whereby we can recognize how God loved the world. 

Because all men were wicked when they came into the world 
they were told: “ You are all lost because you are wicked, and 
the wicked go to hell.””’ How sad this was! Children, when men 
die is that the end of them? Oh, no. After this life there is another 
life, which is eternal; the good go to heaven, the wicked go to hell. 
How are all men born into the world? Where ought they, in that 
state, go in the next life? Oh, how sad this would be if we should all 
be lost eternally! But this is not the case, for listen what Jesus has 
taught: ‘‘ God so loved the world that He gave us His only begotten 
Son.” Why did God give His only begotten Son? That all those who 
believe in Him should not be lost, but that they might have eternal 
life. I will repeat this to you several times. 

If we wish to be saved and to obtain eternal life we must believe 
what Jesus Christ has taught us. Do you know, children, every- 
thing that we must believe? You have often said the creed, and 
in this Apostles’ Creed everything is contained briefly that we must 
believe, so that we may not be lost, but have eternal life. Now 
who can say the Apostles’ Creed loudly and distinctly? Many of 
you have perhaps often said this Creed, but only with the lips, 
without thinking what the words mean which you speak. To 
pray with the lips only is not to pray well. We should think of 
what we are saying, we should be serious in praying. Now this is 
what you should think of when you say the Creed: 
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The first article of faith is: “ I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.” When you pronounce these words 
you must think over them in your heart and believe that God is 
our Father; an Almighty God who can do all things that He wills; 
the Creator of heaven and earth, who made heaven and earth and all 
things out of nothing. I have already told you many things about God 
the Father, the Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. What can 
you tell me about Him? (1. That He can do all things that He wills, 
etc., etc.) As often, then, as you say the words which compose the 
first article of faith, think of what they mean, and rejoice that you 
know that there is one God, who is our Father and the Almighty 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

You know, too, what the second article of faith teaches us. It is: 
“And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord.” Who is Jesus 
Christ? Yes, Jesus Christ is the only Son of God. Where did He | 
come from? Who sent Him into the world? And why? If the 
Son of God, Jesus Christ, had not come into the world, then, chil- 
dren, we should have remained eternally in the power of satan; the 
devil would have been our master. But Jesus has overcome satan, 
and delivered us from his dominion; for this reason you should be 
especially glad to call Jesus Christ the Son of God your Lord, and 
to obey Him in all things. For we could not have been delivered 
from a more wicked master than the devil, and we could not have 
obtained a better master than Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son 
of God. Remember this whenever you say the second article of the 
Creed! 

The third article of faith is: “Who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary.” This article of faith teaches 
us that the Son of God became man, and that Mary, the Blessed 
Virgin, was His Mother. Think of this in your heart, as often 
you have pronounced these words. Thank particularly the Son of 
God for His love in having left heaven to become man when you 
hear the Angelus ring, in which we say the same prayer as the 
third article of faith teaches. What prayers do we say at the 
Angelus? And where was the Son of God born? If He had not 
come into the world we should have all been lost. Dear children, 
should not those who think over the meaning of these words in their 
hearts always be glad as often as they pronounce them with their 
lips? They teach us that which is most important and most joyful 
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for us. Will those be glad who pray only with their lips and do not 
think of what they are saying? Certainly not. Therefore you should 
always say the Apostles’ Creed with attention and devotion, so that 
you may always know the truths better which it contains. In respect 
to the remaining articles of faith you will understand them better 
the more you pay attention, as I shall continue explaining the same. 

In what is everything briefly contained which we must believe if 
we wish to obtain eternal life? Jn the Apostles’ Creed. What is 
the Apostles’ Creed? I believe in God the Father, etc. 

The best beloved that God had, His only begotten Son, He gave, 
that all who should believe in Him might not be lost, but obtain 
eternal life. We will love God in return and believe all those things 
which He has taught and revealed to us by His Son. 


XXXIV. 


Jesus TAUGHT THAT HE Is THE GooD SHEPHERD AND THAT WE 
ARE His SHEEP. 


Dear children, you all know what sheep are, do you not? Sheep 
are very good and useful animals; they never harm any one and 
they give us the wool of which our clothes are made. In the country 
where Jesus lived there were a great many shepherds who possessed 
large flocks of sheep. It is a pretty sight to see a shepherd lead 
his flock to pasture. The shepherd goes ahead and the sheep follow 
after him. Do you think that sheep could get along without a shep- 
herd? No, children, sheep without a shepherd would go to ruin. 
They would be without food, or water to slake their thirst. Who is it 
that leads the sheep to those places where they will find good food 
and fresh water? The shepherd, dear children, must do more than 
this for his sheep. If the sheep were out in the open fields in 
cold or stormy weather they would get sick. Where does the 
shepherd lead them, then? Yes, and in the sheepfold they are pro- 
tected from wind and rain. But when the weather is fine the shep- 
herd stays with his sheep all night in the meadows. If the shep- 
herd did not watch over his sheep during the night what would 
become of them? Thieves would come and steal them; wolves 
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and other wild animals would break in among them and devour 
them. Who protects them during the night from thieves and de- 
vouring animals? How necessary the shepherd is, then, to the 
sheep! But it happens sometimes that one of the sheep strays away 
from the flock and is lost in the forest, where it would perish mis- 
erably. But again there is the good shepherd, who seeks his lost 
sheep and brings it back to the flock. You see, dear children, that 
the sheep could not very well live without a shepherd. Neither 
can we live without Jesus Christ; on the contrary, without Him we 
should go to ruin, like sheep without a shepherd. Now listen to 
what Jesus has taught us about this: 

As the Israelites were mostly shepherds, and had the beautiful 
custom of laying a sheep or a lamb upon the altar in the temple as 
a gift of sacrifice, Jesus gave them the following beautiful parable 
at one of the festivals in the temple: “I am the good shepherd,” 
said He. “I know my sheep, and they know me. My sheep hear my 
voice, and they obey it. A good shepherd gives his life for his sheep. 
I give them everlasting life. They shall not be eternally lost. No 
one shall take them away from me.” 

Dear children, who does Jesus say is the good shepherd? Yes, 
He Himself. And who, then, are His sheep? Children, we are 
His sheep. Jesus compares Himself to a good shepherd because 
He takes care of us, as a good shepherd does of his sheep. And 
He compares us to sheep because we should follow Him as the sheep 
do their shepherd. Now pay attention, so that you may understand 
this beautiful parable and learn to repeat it: 

‘‘T am the good shepherd. I know my sheep, and they know me.” 
Children, do you know the Good Shepherd? Who, then, is Jesus 
Christ? Do you believe that He knows you? Oh, certainly. He sees 
all things; He hears and knows all things; He is the omniscient 
Son of God. What does Jesus say of Himself and His sheep? “I 
know my sheep, and they know me.” He teaches further: “ My 
sheep hear my voice, and follow me.” What do the good sheep do 
when the shepherd calls them? I told you that in thosecountries where 
there are wolves and other wild animals a good shepherd must 
protect his sheep from them. This is often very difficult, because 
wolves are very powerful animals and could easily tear the strongest 
man to pieces and devour him. Yes, it has often happened that the 
wolves attacked the shepherd who defended his flock. Would it not 
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be better for the shepherd to run away and save his life? What 
would become of the sheep if the shepherd was to run away when 
the wolf came? Would that be a good shepherd who would run 
away from the wolf? 

Jesus has said of the good shepherd: “A good shepherd gives 
his life for his sheep.” And this, dear children, is what Jesus did 
for us. Look at the crucifix! This Good Shepherd would rather 
give His life than that we, who are His sheep, should be given over 
to our enemies, the devil and the evil spirits. What, then, does a good 
shepherd do for his sheep? 

Children, hear what Jesus teaches that the good shepherd gives 
to his sheep? He says: “I will give them everlasting life; they 
shall not be lost forever.” Jesus has obtained heaven for us again; 
we shall not be lost eternally if we obey Him, like good sheep do 
their shepherd. Is not this joyful tidings for us? What glorious 
gift will Jesus, the Good Shepherd, give to us, His sheep? 

Children, as wolves have great strength and can even kill the 
shepherds, so has the devil, who waylays us as the wolf does the 
sheep, great strength and power; but we must not be afraid, because 
Jesus has far greater strength and power: He is the most powerful 
of all. I will first of all tell you the story of a shepherd boy who 
defended his sheep very courageously: 

The shepherd boy David, of whom you will hear a great deal 
later, minded his father’s sheep. A lion came and stole one of the 
sheep of the flock. He ran after the lion and caught him and took 
the sheep out of his jaws. And when the lion was about to attack 
him he seized him by the mane and strangled him. He did the 
same thing with a bear. Children, what do you think of this boy’s 
courage? Would you dare to attack a lion or a bear? Now, I will 
tell you who gave this boy his courage. It was God who gave him 
courage; this boy loved God fervently and he knew and hoped that 
God could save him from the jaws of the lion and the bear. Al- 
though this shepherd boy was so pious, still he was only human. 
But who is Jesus, the Good Shepherd? Is Jesus more than man? 
Yes, He is God and man at the same time. Can the devil do any- 
thing to Jesus? For this reason He speaks of the power which He 
has to protect His sheep, thus: “ No one can take them from me.” 
What a happiness it is for us to know that Jesus is the Good Shep- 
herd who takes care of us as the shepherd takes care of his sheep. 
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This, then, is the glad tidings which Jesus Himself teaches us and 
that we should bear in mind. What did Jesus teach us? That He 
would take care of us as a good shepherd of his sheep. 

But if we do not obey Jesus will He save us and make us happy? 
What, then, should we do as the sheep of the Good Shepherd? We 
should hear His voice and obey Him. Will you do this, children? 
Keep your word, so that you may not go astray, but obtain eternal 
life. Among the sheep there are very young little sheep. What are 
they called? Have you ever seen a little lamb? How did you like 
it? Does the good shepherd take care of the lambs too? Cer- 
tainly; he has to take particular care of them, that nothing may 
happen to them. What must the lambs do when the good shepherd 
calls them? Now, remember this, that the lambs, by which all 
children- are meant, must obey Him too. Do you wish to be 
as obedient as lambs to the Good Shepherd? Do this, otherwise 
you will be unhappy; you might even be lost eternally. 

What, then, should you do, children, when you are warned of a 
danger, or if something is refused to you which you ought not to 
have? Obey willingly, even if it is hard for you to do so, otherwise 
you might be very unhappy, and perhaps finally, through your 
disobedience, be eternally lost. How did you like this teaching of 
Jesus about the good shepherd? Here is a little picture in which 
you can see the Good Shepherd surrounded by His sheep. The one 
who can recite the beautiful parable of the Good Shepherd without a 
mistake shall have this picture as a reward. 


XXXV. 


Jesus TEACHES Us THAT HE Is THE TRUE VINE AND THAT WE ARE 
THE BRANCHES. 


(Show the children a branch of grapevine.) 


Dear children, what is this that I hold in my hand? Was it cut 
from an apple or pear tree? Children, this branch is cut from a 
grapevine. I suppose you have all seen a grapevine? It grows 
in many gardens. The vine bears beautiful bunches of blue and 
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white grapes, which taste so delicious. You all know how grapes 
taste? Now, I will tell you something: 

Several years ago I was traveling in a country where the grape- 
vine is much cultivated. People who live there grow their vines 
by the thousands on the mountains and hills. They call this a vine- 
yard. It was just at the time when the grapes were ripe and were 
being picked. The vineyards were crowded with people, young 
and old. Every one was rejoicing, because that year God had 
blessed the grape crop and had let a large quantity of beautiful 
grapes grow. I wanted to buy some of the beautiful grapes, but 
it was not necessary, because the people were glad to give me 
as many grapes as I could eat, and I was much pleased and grateful 
to get them. 

Children, in a country like that, where there were a great many 
vineyards, Jesus lived too, and once He took occasion, in one of 
His sermons, to compare Himself to a vine and mankind to the 
branches thereof. Listen to this beautiful similitude of Jesus, who 
is the True Vine: 

“T am the true vine,”’ said Jesus, “ you are the branches. The 
branch can not bear fruit of itself, unless it abide in the vine, so 
neither can you unless you abide in me. He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same beareth much fruit. If any one remaineth 
not in me, he shall be cast forth as a branch, and shall wither, and 
they shall gather him up, and cast him into the fire; and he burneth.” 

To what, then, has Jesus compared Himself and mankind? 
He said: “J am the true vine, you are the branches.” And so it is, 
children, in fact and truth. Look at this branch of vine! Can 
it blossom and bear fruit? What is the matter with it? It has 
several buds where the seed of the blossom and fruit lies hidden. 
Would it not sprout leaves and blossoms in the spring? Children, 
this would be impossible, and why? Because I have cut this branch 
off the vine. It could not get any more sap from the vine, there- 
fore it will wither and not bear any fruit. But if I had left this 
branch upon the vine, what would have grown upon it? The most 
delicious grapes. 

What does Jesus wish to teach us by this comparison? The branch 
can not bear fruit unless it remains on the vine, and we can not do 
any good unless we abide in Jesus, and He in us. You must pay 
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great attention to this, therefore I will repeat it to you several times. 
O children, there is no more beautiful sight than a vine whose 
branches are full of delicious grapes. Did you ever see one? Did 
you not like to look at it? Children, far more beautiful, inexpressibly 
beautiful, must be the sight of Jesus Christ, seated upon the throne 
of God in heaven, and with Him, like the branches of the vine, 
the good holy people who, like the branch of the vine, are rich 
in fruit, rich in virtues. Let us always remain united to Jesus 
in this world, for He says: “ He who abides in me, and I in him, 
will bear much fruit.” 

Children, how can we abide in Jesus, and He in us? This may 
take place in a spiritual manner. What is your soul? What are 
the two chief powers given to it by God? What can we do with 
reason and what with free will? Children, if we strive with 
our understanding to know God and that which is good more and 
more, and with our wills to love God and that which is good, as 
Jesus has taught us, then we are abiding in Jesus, and He in us. 
Which should give you the greatest pleasure, the knowledge of 
good or evil? Jesus also takes the greatest pleasure in the knowl- 
edge of good, and He helps us to know it. Which should you de- 
light to do most, good or evil? Jesus, too, takes the greatest de- 
light in doing good and He strengthens us to do it. If, then, we 
only like to do that which pleases Jesus most, if we wish and will, 
and do nothing but what Jesus wills, does the evil spirit abide in 
us? No; you can say of such a person that Jesus lives in him, and he 
lives in Jesus, for he will and does nothing but what Jesus wills. 
And how much good such a person can do all his life long! He is, 
in fact, like the branch of a vine which bears much fruit. 

But now listen to what Jesus says of those who do not do this. 
This is what He teaches about them: “ He who does not remain in 
me, shall be cast forth, and shall wither as a branch which does 
not remain on the vine. They shall gather him up and cast him 
into the fire, and he will be burned.”’ Look at this branch of the 
grapevine, children! It will never bear fruit again, because it did 
not remain on the vine. It will wither, and will only be fit to burn. 
This is what will happen to those people who do not remain in Jesus. 

Can we only discern the good with our understanding? That 
which is evil too; can you do evil, too, with your free will? Is there 
some one who incites people to do wrong and who tries all in his 
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power to make them like the evil and do it? Does the devil 
mean as well by us as Jesus does? No; he wishes to separate us 
from Jesus. Now tell me, if a person obeys the devil, and would 
rather know the evil and do it, can you say of such a person that 
Jesus is in him, and he is in Jesus? Who has dominion over such a 
bad person? That is why we say of very bad men that they are pos- 
sessed of the devil, and this is something awful. Where will God 
cast these wicked persons some day? Do they any longer resemble 
a branch which bears much fruit? From whom have they separated 
themselves? Whom have they driven out of their hearts? For this 
reason, children, they can not do any good, and they will be taken 
and cast into hell fire. So that you may be able to recite this beau- 
tiful parable, I will divide it into several questions: To what does 
Jesus compare Himself and mankind? What is it that a grapevine 
branch can not do of itself? What kind of people only can bear much 
fruit; that is to say, do a great deal of good? What happens to 
those people who do not remain in Jesus, but who separate them- 
selves from Him? 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
LESSON XXXII. 


95. What did Jesus do when He was thirty years old? When Jesus was 
thirty years old He began to teach men. 

96. How did God Himself proclaim Jesus to be His well-beloved Son and 
the teacher of men? A voice came from heaven and said: This is my well- 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him! 

97. Why is Jesus the best teacher for children? What He teaches is so 
plain that ever children can understand it. It is so beautiful that it even 
pleases little children. 


LESSON XXXIII. 


98. What did Jesus teach about God, His Father? That God was the best 
Father of all men, and that He loved them tenderly. 

. Whereby did Jesus teach us that God loved the world? God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son for it, that those who believed 
in Him should not be lost, but have everlasting life. 

100. Where is contained briefly what we must believe to obtain life ever- 
lasting? In the Apostles’ Creed. 

101. What is the Apostles’ Creed? I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, etc., etc. 


LESSON XXXIV. 


102. What did Jesus teach about Himself? That He takes care of men, 
like a good shepherd does of his sheep (parable). 

103. And what should we do as sheep of this Good Shepherd? We 
should hear His voice and obey Him. 


LESSON XXXV. 


104. To what has Jesus further compared Himself and men? He said: 
I am the true vine; you are the branches (parable). 

105. What does Jesus wish to teach us by this parable? The branch 
can not bear fruit of itself; it must remain on the grapevine; neither can 
we do anything good unless we remain in Jesus, and He in us. 








